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The south side of the White House decorated for Christmas. This image was taken facing north by Robert Housch 
on November 28, 2012. 
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Forming a New Government

George Washington presided over the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787. This image, Washington 
as a Statesman, by Junius Brutus Stearns (1810-1885) was created in 1856. It is courtesy of the Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts in Richmond, Virginia, and Wikimedia Commons.
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New York City was the first capital of the United States 
under the Constitution.

Federal Hall was located at 26 Wall Street in New York City. Construction began on the building in 1699 and it was 
finished in 1700 to become the first City Hall of New York. This image is courtesy of Benjamin Lossing’s Harper’s 
Encyclopedia of United States History, published in 1912.



The second capital of the United States under the 
Constitution was in Philadelphia.

The capital moved from New York to Philadelphia in 1790 for ten years while the new capital was being 
constructed in Washington, D.C. This is the Pennsylvania State House, or Independence Hall in Philadelphia. This 
image by Robert Housch was taken facing east on July 30, 2009.



The third and current United States Capital City is 
Washington, District of Columbia.

The federal government moved to Washington, D.C. in 1800 when John Adams was the President. This is the 
east side of the United States Capitol. The Senate wing is closest to the camera, on the right. This image was 
taken facing southwest by Robert Housch on August 3, 2009.



Americans and foreigners both carefully watched the 
actions of the new federal government.

They wondered if the Constitution would be strong enough to withstand the challenges that would soon present 
themselves. This image shows Federal Hall in New York City at the time that Washington was inaugurated. 
Federal Hall was the first Capitol of the United States. This image was created in 1790. It is courtesy of the Library 
of Congress. 



Members of the electoral college voted for two people. The 
person with the most electoral votes became President.

In 1789 New York’s electoral votes were not cast because they had a dispute of who should be the electors. North 
Carolina and Rhode Island had not approved the Constitution. Washington received all 69 electoral votes. 35 
electoral votes were needed to win the election. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The person with the next largest number of votes became Vice President.

Eleven individuals received electoral votes to become Vice President during the first presidential election. This 
seal of the Vice President was used from 1948-1975. It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



On the first ballot, all 69 electors cast their vote for 
George Washington, making him the first president. 

Washington was also the first president to be unanimously elected. In 1789 the electors cast two ballots. This 
painting by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



John Adams, a lawyer and patriot leader from Massachusetts 
received the next largest vote and became the first Vice President.

On the second ballot of the electors in 1789, John Adams received 34 votes. John Jay was third with nine votes. 
This painting by John Trumbull (1756-1843) is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The current Vice-President is Kamala Harris.

Kamala Harris is the first female to be elected Vice President. This image is courtesy of npr.org.



Members of the House of Representatives were directly 
elected by the people, as they are elected today.

This photograph shows the House of Representatives Chamber in Congress Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia was the second Capital of the United States. This image is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



Your congressman is Lloyd Schmucker (R) from Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

Lloyd Schmucker (1964-) is the representative (congressman) for Pennsylvania’s 11th Congressional District. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Senators, at that time were chosen by the state legislatures– today 
they are chosen by the direct vote of the people.

The Senate Chamber in Congress Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Senate Chamber is located on the floor 
above the House of Representatives Chamber in Congress Hall. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Your two United States Senators are Bob Casey Jr. (D) and John Fetterman (D).

Bob Casey Jr. (1960-) (left) is from Scranton, Pennsylvania. John Fetterman (1969-) (right) is from Braddock, 
Pennsylvania. These images are courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



George Washington was a reluctant president because he had retired to his 
home at Mount Vernon, Virginia, along the banks of the Potomac River

Washington became president following the Revolutionary War and the Constitutional Convention. This painting 
created in 1859 by Thomas Rossiter (1818-1871) depicts George Washington talking with the Marquis de 
Lafayette in 1784. Washington’s family is also on Mount Vernon’s porch. It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Standing on the small balcony of Federal Hall in downtown New York 
City, George Washington took the oath of office on April 30, 1789.

George Washington takes the oath of office as the first President of the United States from Robert Livingston, the 
Chancellor of the State of New York. This painting, The Inauguration of George Washington, by Ramon de 
Elorriaga, (1836-1897) was painted circa 1889, and is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



It became Washington’s responsibility to establish the President’s role in the 
United States government as well as to organize the executive branch.

The Samuel Osgood Home in New York City was the first Presidential Mansion. The house was constructed in 
1770, and it was located at 1 Cherry Street at the corner of Pearl Street and Cherry Street. George Washington 
resided here from 1789-1790. The home was demolished in 1856. This image is from Valentine’s Manual of Old 
New York, published in 1853. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Nearly everything Washington did in his first term of 
office established a model that later Presidents followed.

This image was painted in 1797 by Gilbert Stuart. It is known as the Constable-Hamilton Portrait. This image is 
courtesy of the New York Public Library and Wikimedia Commons. 



Washington made sure that any ceremonies in which he was involved 
followed republican ideals, not those of a European monarchy.

This image of George Washington taking the oath of office in 1789 was painted by Allyn Cox. This image is 
courtesy of Architect of the Capitol. 



New York City’s Federal Hall at one time housed the legislative and the 
executive branches when New York City was the nation’s first capital.

It was originally New York’s City Hall when it was constructed in 1700. In 1788 Federal Hall was enlarged and 
redesigned by Pierre Charles L’Enfant. This original building was demolished in 1812. This image was produced in 
1798 by Archibald Robertson (1765-1835). It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The Constitution had set up a framework of government with three branches.

This image shows the three main buildings which currently houses the three branches of government in 
Washington, D.C. This image is courtesy of prolinverly1980blog.cz.



The Legislative Branch is commonly known as the Congress.

Congress Hall housed the legislative branch. Independence Hall is out of sight on the left. Philadelphia served as 
the United States Capital from 1790-1800 while the permanent capital at Washington, D.C. was being constructed. 
This building was constructed from 1787-1789 to serve as the Philadelphia County Court House. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Members of the House of Representatives chose as speaker 
Frederick Muhlenberg, a Lutheran minister from Pennsylvania.

Frederick Muhlenberg (1750-1793) was a former Lutheran Minister who preached in Lebanon, Pennsylvania from 
1770-1774. He was well known for giving oyster suppers. He had served for one term as President of the 
Continental Congress. He was the first and the third Speaker of the United States House of Representatives. This 
image was painted in 1790 by Joseph Wright (1756-1793). It is courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery, and the 
Smithsonian Institution.



The current Speaker of the House of Representatives is Kevin McCarthy.

Kevin McCarthy is a Republican from California. This image is courtesy of npr.org.



According to the Constitution, the Vice President is the official 
leader and president of the Senate.

The Vice President of the United States, who is the president of the United States Senate, would have sat in the 
chair in the upper right portion of this picture. This is the restored Senate Chamber in Philadelphia’s Congress 
Hall. The Senate rug was reconstructed in 1978. This image is courtesy of the National Park Service, and 
Wikimedia Commons.



The most important legislation passed during the first 
sessions of the new Congress was a Bill of Rights.

This image is titled “A View of Federal Hall of the City of New York, as Appeared in the Year 1797; With the 
Adjacent Buildings Thereto.” This image was created in 1847 by Henry R. Robinson (-1850). It is courtesy of the 
Library of Congress.



The Bill of Rights are the first ten amendments to the Constitution.

James Madison introduced the Bill of Rights in New York City’s Federal Hall on June 8, 1789. Madison is shown 
near the front right of this painting holding a text of the amendments. The Speaker of the House in the background 
under the flag is Frederick Muhlenberg from Pennsylvania. The amendments were sent to the states for final 
approval on September 25, 1789. Ten of the twelve amendments submitted by Madison were ratified on 
December 15, 1791, giving the United States its Bill of Rights. This image was painted by William Woodward in 
2009. This mural is on public display in the National Park Service Visitor Center for Federal Hall. 



Before the amendments became law three fourths of the states had to ratify them.

During the Constitution’s ratification debates, a series of illustrations, usually titled “The Federal Pillars,” appeared 
in publications across the country to show the progress of ratification. A pillar was added each time a state ratified 
(approved) the United States Constitution. Nine states was three-fourths of the thirteen states in existence at that 
time. Therefore, Delaware, on the far left was the first state to ratify the Constitution.  New Hampshire was the 
ninth state. Rhode Island on the far right was the 13th state to ratify the Constitution. This image courtesy of the 
University of Wisconsin.



After George Washington took the oath of office on the porch of Federal Hall, he went 
inside the building to the Senate Chamber to make his inaugural address.

This image is titled “Washington Delivering His Inaugural Address April 1789, in the Old City Hall, New York.” It 
was created in 1849 by Tompkins H. Matteson (1813-1884). It is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Washington divided the Executive Branch into different departments that would advise 
the President on areas such as law, finance, foreign countries, and the military.

Washington’s first cabinet included from left to right: Attorney General Edmund Randolph, Secretary of War Henry 
Knox (seated), Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson and President 
George Washington. This image was created by Emil Pollak Ottendorff (1863-1950). It is courtesy of 
bramanswanderings.com.



Washington chose the heads of the executive departments, who were called secretaries.

President George Washington’s first cabinet included from left to right: Secretary of War Henry Knox, Secretary of 
State Thomas Jefferson, Attorney General Edmund Randolph, Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, and 
President George Washington. This image courtesy of presidentgeorgewashington.wordpress.com.



He met with these secretaries/advisors, known as the 
cabinet, to discuss actions and policies.

George Washington’s Cabinet included from left to right: President Washington, Secretary of War Henry Knox, 
Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, and Attorney General 
Edmund Randolph. Not pictured is Postmaster General Samuel Osgood. This image is a colored version of the 
original found at the National Archives and Records Administration.



President Washington had four cabinet members. 

During Washington’s first year in office, the federal government employed approximately 200 people. The Attorney 
General, Edmund Randolph, filled a part time position without any employees. This image is courtesy of 
fineartamerica.com.



President Biden has 15 cabinet members. 

This image shows the members of President Biden’s Cabinet. Each member had to be confirmed by the Senate. 
There are now approximately three million federal employees. This image is courtesy of detroitnews.com.



Washington appointed Thomas Jefferson as Secretary of State.

The Secretary of State deals with other nations. This painting of Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was produced by 
Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860) in 1800. This image is courtesy of the White House Historical Association.



President Biden’s Secretary of State is Antony Blinken.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken (1963-) is served as Assistant Secretary of State under President Barack 
Obama. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The first Secretary of War was Henry Knox, who had been 
chief of artillery for Washington during the Revolution.

Henry Knox (1750-1806) was a bookseller in Boston before the Revolutionary War and studied military history. 
This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1806. This image is courtesy of the Museum of Fine 
Arts in Boston, Massachusetts, and of Wikimedia Commons.



President Biden’s Secretary of Defense is Lloyd Austin.

Secretary of Defense Lloyd James Austin III (1953-) is a former United States Army four-star general. This image 
is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Alexander Hamilton became the Secretary of the Treasury.

Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) served on George Washington’s staff during the American Revolution. He 
became a lawyer and an economist. This painting by John Trumbull (1756-1843) was created circa 1806. This 
image is courtesy of the Washington University Law School and of Wikimedia Commons.



President Biden’s Secretary of the Treasury is Janet Yellen.

Janet Yellen (1946-) was a former chair of the Federal Reserve. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



A lawyer/attorney, Edmund Randolph, was named Attorney General.

The Attorney General is the top law enforcement officer in the United States. Edmund Randolph (1753-1813) was 
an attorney, and a governor of Virginia. This image by Flavius Fisher (1832-1905) is courtesy of the Library of 
Virginia.



President Biden’s Attorney General is Merrick Garland.

Merrick Garland (1952-) is a lawyer, and was previously a federal judge for the District of Columbia. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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The Judicial Branch is the court system.

At first, there were only four justices. The first meeting of the United States Supreme Court took place in New York 
City on February 2, 1790. From left are William Cushing, Chief Justice John Jay, John Blair, and James Wilson. 
They did not hear a case until 1792. This image is courtesy of womeninamericanhistory18.blogspot.com.



The Constitution established the Supreme Court as the highest court in the land.

The first meeting of the United States Supreme Court took place in this building, New York City’s Old Royal 
Exchange Building. It was located at Broad Street near the intersection of Water Street. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



Washington appointed John Jay as the first chief justice.

John Jay (1745-1829) was born in New York City. He became a lawyer and during the American Revolution was 
an Ambassador to Spain and France. He helped to negotiate the Treaty of Paris. This image by Gilbert Stuart 
(1755-1828) was created in 1794. It is courtesy of the National Gallery of Art and of Wikimedia Commons.



John Roberts is the current Chief Justice.

Although there have been 45 Presidents, John Roberts (1955-) is only the 17th Chief Justice of the United States. 
Roberts was a lawyer, and a federal judge before he was appointed to the Supreme Court in 2005 by President 
George W. Bush. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Supreme Court justices are appointed by the President 
with the advice and consent of Congress.

There are nine Supreme Court Justices. The Justices of the Supreme Court in 2010. Front row left to right: 
Clarence Thomas, Antonin Scalia, Chief Justice John Roberts, Anthony Kennedy, Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Second 
row from left to right: Sonia Sotamayor, Stephen Breyer, Samuel Alito, Elena Kagan. It is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



The United States went into debt after borrowing millions 
of dollars to pay for the Revolutionary War. 

This image shows row houses in Albany, New York in 1789. This architecture was heavily influenced by the 
Netherlands. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress and of Wikimedia Commons. 



The total amount a government owes on money it has borrowed is 
called the national debt.

The Half Disme (Dime) was produced by the United States government in 1792. It is pronounced “deem.” Around 
the rim in the front, it states: “Industry and liberty on par with science.” The United States Mint was being 
constructed in Philadelphia at this time. This is probably the first coin issued by the United States. This image is 
courtesy of coinauctionhelp.com.



Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton, had to develop an 
economic plan to pay off the national debt.

Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) was the primary author of the economic policies of George Washington’s 
administration. This painting was created in 1792 by John Trumbull (1756-1843). It is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Alexander Hamilton wanted to build a strong federal government.

Federal Hall hosted the Continental Congress under the Articles of Confederation beginning in 1785. It continued 
to host the national government under the Constitution in 1789 and 1790. This image is from Benjamin Lossing’s 
Harper’s Encyclopedia of United States History, published in 1912.



Hamilton’s plan called for the federal government to pay the debts 
owed by both the nation and the states.

This map shows the United States, its territories, and other areas not part yet part of the United States from 1789-
1790. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Hamilton thought that if the national government paid off the money 
owed by the state governments, it would become more powerful.

This image shows a statue of Alexander Hamilton in the rotunda of the United States Capitol. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Southern states opposed Hamilton’s plan.

Stratford Hall, located in Virginia, was the home of George Washington’s cavalry commander Richard Henry “Light 
Horse Harry” Lee. It was also the birthplace of his son, Confederate General Robert E. Lee. It was constructed in 
1725 in the Georgian style.  This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Many northern states owed a lot of money following the Revolutionary War.

The United States government owed $54 million dollars, and the northern states owed $25 million. This map 
shows the Mid Atlantic States and the New England States. This image is courtesy of the University of Valencia.



Most states in the South had already paid off their debts.

Thomas Kitchin (1718-1784) made this map of the southern colonies shortly before the French and Indian War. 
This image is courtesy of allthingsliberty.com.



Southerners did not want to see the power of state governments weakened.

If the national government power was increased the state government’s power would be decreased. The Virginia 
State Capitol, located in Richmond, Virginia, was constructed in 1788. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons..  



A compromise was reached at a dinner between Alexander 
Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.

The U.S. Government was $54 million in debt, and Hamilton wanted to pay off $25 million of the states’ debts. 
James Madison wanted the capital of the United States in the South. The dinner took place in June, 1790. The 
people in this picture are Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington. This image is courtesy 
of the Architect of the Capitol. 



Jefferson and his Southern followers agreed the federal government could pay of the 
state debts in return for a promise to locate the new national capital in the South.

As part of the compromise, the center of United States’ banking would remain in New York City where Secretary of 
the Treasury Alexander Hamilton lived. This portrait of Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson (1741-1826) was 
created by Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827)  in the 1791. It is known as the “State Room Portrait” because it 
was displayed by the artist in the Pennsylvania State House or Independence Hall. It is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.



The new capital would be built along the Potomac River between Maryland and Virginia.

This photograph shows a view of the Potomac River from Arlington, Virginia. The property of Maryland (now the 
District of Columbia), is on the other side of the river where the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument 
are located. The Memorial Bridge is on the right. This image was taken by Robert Housch on March 27, 2016.



A special federal territory, the District of Columbia was created.

When originally created, the District of Columbia included land on the Virginia and the Maryland sides of the 
Potomac River. In 1846, the Virginia side was given back to that state. Therefore, most of the District of Columbia 
is now on the Maryland side of the Potomac. This image is courtesy of civilwar.org.



It would take 10 years to build the new federal city. Until Washington, D.C. was ready for 
the government, the nation’s capital was moved from New York to Philadelphia.

The capital moved from New York to Philadelphia in 1790 because the federal officials liked Philadelphia better 
than New York, and it was more centrally located for all the representatives of the states. This is the Pennsylvania 
State House, or Independence Hall in Philadelphia. This image by Robert Housch was taken facing west on July 
30, 2009.



As part of Alexander Hamilton’s economic plan for the federal 
government, he pushed for a Bank of the United States.

Opponents of the Bank felt that it benefitted merchants and investors at the expense of the majority of the 
population. The First Bank of the United States existed from 1791-1811. The Central Bank was located in this 
building in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from 1795-1811. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Alexander Hamilton proposed four duties for the bank.

The structure that housed the First Bank of the United States was located at 116 South Third Street in 
Philadelphia. This hand-colored engraving was created by William Birch in 1800. It is from his book titled The City 
of Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania, North America, As it Appeared in the Year 1800. This image is 
courtesy of the Library of Congress.



1. The bank would handle the federal government’s 
money (be the government’s banker).

All money of the United States government was to be deposited in the Bank of the United States. This image is 
courtesy of marketwatch.com.



2. The bank would help the government collect taxes.

This is a checkbook from the Bank of the United States which was issued in the 1790s. This image is courtesy of 
icollector.com.



3. The bank would issue paper money so that there was a standardized currency.

This is a $10 note from the First Bank of the United States which was issued in the 1790s. This image is courtesy 
of minneapolisfed.org.



4. The bank would give out loans to help the growth of businesses.

In the 1790s, New York City merchants established a trade and financial district near Wall Street. This painting by 
Francis Guy was painted circa 1797. It is titled The Tontine Coffee House. This image is courtesy of the Architect 
of the Capitol.



Some Southerners argued that the bank would create a wealthy upper class.

This painting depicts Thomas Russell (1746-1796) and his wife Elizabeth Watson Russell (1767-1809). This 
image by John Trumbull (1756-1843) was created in 1793. It is courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
Massachusetts.



Hamilton wanted to establish taxes to pay off the government’s debt.

In this drawing titled, Famous Whiskey Insurrection in Pennsylvania, a tax collector has been tarred and 
feathered, and is being ridden out of town on a rail. It was created circa 1880. This image if from the book: Our 
First Century: Being a Popular Descriptive Portraiture of the One Hundred Great and Memorable Events of 
Perpetual Interest in the History of our Country. The artist is unknown. It was published in 1882 by R. M. Devens 
of Springfield, Massachusetts. It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Hamilton wanted to levy an excise tax-- a tax placed on 
goods made, sold, and used within the country.

Whiskey was one of the items on which Alexander Hamilton placed an excise tax. This picture is of a living 
historian making whiskey at George Washington’s distillery in Mount Vernon, Virginia. This image is courtesy of 
mountvernon.org.



He also wanted to set import tariffs, or taxes placed on 
certain manufactured goods brought into the country.

Many imported items came to America in the 1790s on ships. This image, titled “View of Philadelphia,” was 
created by the German artist Balthaser Friedrich Leizelt. It mistakenly depicts large buildings close to the 
Delaware River, which Philadelphia did not have at that time. These buildings represent structures in some 
Europeans cities. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



An event known as the Whiskey Rebellion occurred.

This image shows White Oak Barrels housing maturing Jim Beam bourbon whiskey in Clermont, Kentucky. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



In 1794, government agents clashed with farmers in western 
Pennsylvania who refused to pay the whiskey tax.

Farmers in western Pennsylvania refused to pay the excise tax on whiskey that they were making. They would 
sometimes tar and feather tax collectors as depicted in this image. This image is titled “Tarring and Feathering an 
Excise Officer. It was created by John Rogers (1808-1888) in 1863. This is a colorized version of a print located in 
the New York Public Library.



President Washington responded angrily. He sent in 
soldiers to put down the rebellion, and the revolt was over.

George Washington personally led the beginning of the effort to put down the Whiskey Rebellion. Here he is 
inspecting his soldiers near Fort Cumberland, Maryland. This image was created circa 1795. It is courtesy of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and of Wikimedia Commons.



LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?

The south side of the White House decorated for Christmas. This image was taken facing north by Robert Housch 
on November 28, 2012. 



LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?
Executive Branch

The south side of the White House decorated for Christmas. This image was taken facing north by Robert Housch 
on November 28, 2012. 



Poster Rules:

A. Three written options will be presented to Mr. Housch for his approval.

B.  Posters will be displayed Horizontally.
Nothing will “hang off” the poster.

C. Everyone will work on their own item/icon for the group poster on a separate piece of poster 
paper. 

D. Everyone will then glue that item/icon to the group poster.

E. The FRONT of the poster will include:

Group Name
First and Last Name of Everyone in the Group
Period: ?
March 6, 2020


	��LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?���
	���LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?�Executive Branch���
	Forming a New Government
	��LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?���
	���LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?�Executive Branch���
	New York City was the first capital of the United States under the Constitution.
	The second capital of the United States under the Constitution was in Philadelphia.
	The third and current United States Capital City is Washington, District of Columbia.
	Americans and foreigners both carefully watched the actions of the new federal government.
	Members of the electoral college voted for two people. The person with the most electoral votes became President.
	The person with the next largest number of votes became Vice President.
	On the first ballot, all 69 electors cast their vote for George Washington, making him the first president. 
	John Adams, a lawyer and patriot leader from Massachusetts received the next largest vote and became the first Vice President.
	The current Vice-President is Kamala Harris.
	Members of the House of Representatives were directly elected by the people, as they are elected today.
	Your congressman is Lloyd Schmucker (R) from Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
	Senators, at that time were chosen by the state legislatures– today they are chosen by the direct vote of the people.
	Your two United States Senators are Bob Casey Jr. (D) and John Fetterman (D).
	George Washington was a reluctant president because he had retired to his home at Mount Vernon, Virginia, along the banks of the Potomac River
	Standing on the small balcony of Federal Hall in downtown New York City, George Washington took the oath of office on April 30, 1789.
	It became Washington’s responsibility to establish the President’s role in the United States government as well as to organize the executive branch.
	Nearly everything Washington did in his first term of office established a model that later Presidents followed.
	Washington made sure that any ceremonies in which he was involved followed republican ideals, not those of a European monarchy.
	New York City’s Federal Hall at one time housed the legislative and the executive branches when New York City was the nation’s first capital.
	The Constitution had set up a framework of government with three branches.
	The Legislative Branch is commonly known as the Congress.
	Members of the House of Representatives chose as speaker Frederick Muhlenberg, a Lutheran minister from Pennsylvania.
	The current Speaker of the House of Representatives is Kevin McCarthy.
	According to the Constitution, the Vice President is the official leader and president of the Senate.
	The most important legislation passed during the first sessions of the new Congress was a Bill of Rights.
	The Bill of Rights are the first ten amendments to the Constitution.
	Before the amendments became law three fourths of the states had to ratify them.
	After George Washington took the oath of office on the porch of Federal Hall, he went inside the building to the Senate Chamber to make his inaugural address.
	Washington divided the Executive Branch into different departments that would advise the President on areas such as law, finance, foreign countries, and the military.
	Washington chose the heads of the executive departments, who were called secretaries.
	He met with these secretaries/advisors, known as the cabinet, to discuss actions and policies.
	President Washington had four cabinet members. 
	President Biden has 15 cabinet members. 
	Washington appointed Thomas Jefferson as Secretary of State.
	President Biden’s Secretary of State is Antony Blinken.
	The first Secretary of War was Henry Knox, who had been chief of artillery for Washington during the Revolution.
	President Biden’s Secretary of Defense is Lloyd Austin.
	Alexander Hamilton became the Secretary of the Treasury.
	President Biden’s Secretary of the Treasury is Janet Yellen.
	A lawyer/attorney, Edmund Randolph, was named Attorney General.
	President Biden’s Attorney General is Merrick Garland.
	��LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?���
	���LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?�Executive Branch���
	The Judicial Branch is the court system.
	The Constitution established the Supreme Court as the highest court in the land.
	Washington appointed John Jay as the first chief justice.
	John Roberts is the current Chief Justice.
	Supreme Court justices are appointed by the President with the advice and consent of Congress.
	The United States went into debt after borrowing millions of dollars to pay for the Revolutionary War. 
	The total amount a government owes on money it has borrowed is called the national debt.
	Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton, had to develop an economic plan to pay off the national debt.
	Alexander Hamilton wanted to build a strong federal government.
	Hamilton’s plan called for the federal government to pay the debts owed by both the nation and the states.
	Hamilton thought that if the national government paid off the money owed by the state governments, it would become more powerful.
	Southern states opposed Hamilton’s plan.
	Many northern states owed a lot of money following the Revolutionary War.
	Most states in the South had already paid off their debts.
	Southerners did not want to see the power of state governments weakened.
	A compromise was reached at a dinner between Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.
	Jefferson and his Southern followers agreed the federal government could pay of the state debts in return for a promise to locate the new national capital in the South.
	The new capital would be built along the Potomac River between Maryland and Virginia.
	A special federal territory, the District of Columbia was created.
	It would take 10 years to build the new federal city. Until Washington, D.C. was ready for the government, the nation’s capital was moved from New York to Philadelphia.
	As part of Alexander Hamilton’s economic plan for the federal government, he pushed for a Bank of the United States.
	Alexander Hamilton proposed four duties for the bank.
	1. The bank would handle the federal government’s money (be the government’s banker).
	2. The bank would help the government collect taxes.
	3. The bank would issue paper money so that there was a standardized currency.
	4. The bank would give out loans to help the growth of businesses.
	Some Southerners argued that the bank would create a wealthy upper class.
	Hamilton wanted to establish taxes to pay off the government’s debt.
	Hamilton wanted to levy an excise tax-- a tax placed on goods made, sold, and used within the country.
	He also wanted to set import tariffs, or taxes placed on certain manufactured goods brought into the country.
	An event known as the Whiskey Rebellion occurred.
	In 1794, government agents clashed with farmers in western Pennsylvania who refused to pay the whiskey tax.
	President Washington responded angrily. He sent in soldiers to put down the rebellion, and the revolt was over.
	��LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government?���
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