
English Settlers in Virginia

This image shows a ship (right background) containing approximately 100 women arriving in Jamestown in 1620. 
The women were promised that they would have a place to stay and freedom to choose their own husband. The 
Virginia Company of London charged a man who married one of these women 150 pounds of tobacco. This 
image,was created circa1876 by William Ludlow Sheppard. It is titled “Wives for the Settlers at Jamestown.” It is 
courtesy of the New York Public Library.



LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent 
English settlement in North America?

This map of the Commonwealth of Virginia is courtesy of GreenwichMeanTime.com.



LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent English 
settlement in North America?

Virginia

This map of the Commonwealth of Virginia is courtesy of GreenwichMeanTime.com.



Jamestown

In the painting Construction of James Fort, colonists construct the original palisaded walls of the Jamestown, Virginia three 
sided fort. This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service.



In 1606, a joint-stock company, the Virginia Company of London, ...

This image shows the heading for a broadside issued by The Virginia Company of London in 1615. This image is 
courtesy of the Virginia Historical Society.



...received a charter from King James I to establish a colony in North America.

This image shows the “Charter for the Virginia Company of London, 1606.” This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



The charter granted the colonists of Virginia the same rights as English citizens.

English colonists at Jamestown, Virginia unwind silk fiber from cocoons. Silk production was encouraged in Virginia because 
silk is expensive, is relatively easy to transport, and is always in demand among the wealthy. It has a shiny look and will 
readily absorb dye. It is almost as strong as cotton, and is more flexible than cotton or linen. It will absorb up to a third of its 
weight in water without feeling “wet “ to those who touch it. Although it is  not a heavy fabric, it is warm. Producing silk,
however, is a complex process. The silkworms bred for centuries to produce silk are totally reliant on humans, and are 
therefore labor-intensive. It takes two days for a worm to complete a cocoon. The National Park Service website for 
Jamestown states: “To transform cocoons into cloth, workers boil them to release the sticky sericin on the outside. Next, 
since an individual silk thread is too fine to handle, the threads of as many as ten cocoons are wound together onto a reel, 
sticking together to form one long, strong thread. From then on, the silk can be treated as any ordinary fiber, either woven 
or knitted with the possibility of a wide range of textures and quality.” This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the 
National Park Service.



The English had four main reasons for establishing a permanent 
colony in Virginia:

This painting shows English colonists landing at Jamestown, Virginia. This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National 
Park Service.



The first reason for the English colonists to establish Jamestown was to find gold.

This elongated gold nugget was found in Alaska. This photo was taken circa 2010 by Rob Lavinsky of iRocks.com and is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Second, find a water passage through America to Asia.

This is a map of the fictitious Strait of Anian that would take travelers by water from the Atlantic Ocean, across North 
America to the Pacific Ocean. This image by Guillaume Sanson was produced circa 1687 and is in the Yale University Library 
Map Collection. It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The third reason the English colonists wanted to settle at 
Jamestown was to convert the natives to Protestant Christianity.

This painting depicts the ceremony in which Pocahontas, daughter of the influential Algonkian Chief Powhatan, was 
baptized and given the name Rebecca in an Anglican church. The ceremony took place in either 1613 or 1614 in the colony 
at Jamestown, Virginia. Pocahontas is thought to be the earliest native convert to Christianity in the English colonies. This
ceremony and her subsequent marriage to John Rolfe helped to establish peaceful relations between the colonists and the 
local Native American groups. This painting by  John Gadsby Chapman was created in 1839 and placed in the Rotunda of the 
United States Capitol in 1840. It is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol. 



The fourth reason was to export raw materials and manufactured goods.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 2.
Image Source: This image, created by Sydney King, is courtesy of the National Park Service.



A few days before Christmas in 1606 three ships left England for the new world with 105 men 
and boy settlers/explorers and 39 sailors to establish a permanent settlement in North America.

Location for the video: Jamestown Settlement, Ship dock.
The three ships left on December 20, 1606. 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: jamestownyorktownfoundation.org



The voyage took them four and a half months and covered approximately 6000 miles.

One of the passengers died in the Caribbean. 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The overall person in charge of the voyage was Captain Christopher Newport.

Newport had been at sea for over 25 years, and during that time he rose to command a series of privateers, or English 
government sponsored ships that raided Spanish and Portuguese ships in and around the Caribbean. He lost his arm in a 
battle with a Spanish ship.
Statement source: Wikimedia Commons.
Image source: pinterest.com



The ships were the Susan Constant…

Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



…the Discovery…

The Discovery is the ship closest to the camera.
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



…and the Godspeed…

Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Susan Constant was a year old, and the largest of the three ships with 54 passengers and 17 sailors.

She was 116 feet long. This would be the equivalent of four classrooms side by side.
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Susan Constant was almost 25 feet wide at her widest point.

This would be the equivalent of just less than the width of one classroom.
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Susan Constant had three levels, the main deck on top of the ship, the middle or 
“tween deck” where you see the cannon, and the cargo hold at the bottom.

The cargo hold held most of the supplies that the settlers thought they might need to establish their outpost. 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The draft of the Susan Constant was 12 feet, which meant that 12 feet of the ship 
when loaded, was below the waterline.

The white part at the bottom of the ship is the waterline. The rest of the 12 feet is underwater.
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The passengers were considered by the sailors to be cargo, and were rarely allowed on the 
main deck because of the constant effort by the crew to work the ropes and canvas.

If the passengers were allowed on deck, they would only get in the way. Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown 
Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The passengers were mostly confined down below in the “tween deck.” They would spend their time 
in cramped conditions. Remember 54 passengers and the crew not on duty were down here.

The passengers would spend their time telling stories, playing cards, dice, and board games like checkers.
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The passengers slept on mattresses (usually two people to a mattress) on the floor and/or on the 
cargo. They used buckets (chamber pots) for throwing up and using “the restroom.”

The passengers were all male and did not have to be very modest. 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



Even Captain Christopher Newport’s cabin was not very big.

At least Captain Newport had a door and could have some privacy. His “cabin” was located in the aft (rear) section of the 
“tween deck.”
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Susan Constant, and the Godspeed, shown here, were cargo ships rented for the voyage.

The Godspeed was 88 feet long (less than three classrooms placed side by side). 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Godspeed was 17 feet wide, at its widest point. It carried 39 passengers and 13 sailors.

17 feet wide is just over half the width of an average classroom. 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Discovery was the smallest of the three ships with a length of only 66 feet, or two classrooms side by side. 

The Discovery is the ship closet to the camera. 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Discovery was only 14 feet wide, at its widest point. It carried 12 passengers and 9 sailors.

14 feet wide is less than half the width of an average classroom. 
Statement source: Wayside exhibits at Jamestown Settlement.
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The voyage would take 144 days, or four and a half months, which is a long time. 

Statement source: http://www.historyisfun.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/JamestownQuestionsandAnswers.pdf
Image source: This image of a Sidney King painting was taken in the Jamestown National Park Service Visitors Center by 
Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.

http://www.historyisfun.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/JamestownQuestionsandAnswers.pdf


One of the reasons that they took so long  is the route that they took. They were not 
going in a “straight line” across the ocean from England to Virginia. They sailed far to 

the south before they sailed north to Virginia.

Statement source: Purchas, Samuel 1625. Hakluytus Posthumus, or Purchas His Pilgrimes. 4 Volumes. London, England; William Stansby, 1625. Volume 4, Page 1685. 
(Image Number 560)
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d0404//rbdkd0404.db&recNum=559&itemLink=r%3Fintldl%2Frbdkbib%3A%40field%28NUMBER%2B%40od1%28rbdk%2Bd0404
%29%29&linkText=0
Image source: This Sidney King painting titled Voyage to Jamestown was acquired from the National Park Service at 
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=CAA47BC1-155D-451F-6781B9CAD0FB781D

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d0404//rbdkd0404.db&recNum=559&itemLink=r?intldl/rbdkbib:@field(NUMBER+@od1(rbdk+d0404))&linkText=0
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=CAA47BC1-155D-451F-6781B9CAD0FB781D


The reason they sailed far to the south is that they were following the prevailing winds and 
ocean current. Remember that this was a time of ships with sails which depended on the wind.

In yellow are the easterly “trade winds.” In red are the winds known as the “westerlies.”
Statement source: Purchas, Samuel 1625. Hakluytus Posthumus, or Purchas His Pilgrimes. 4 Volumes. London, England; William Stansby, 1625. 
Volume 4, Page 1685. (Image Number 560)
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d0404//rbdkd0404.db&recNum=559&itemLink=r%3Fintldl%2Frbdkbib%3A%40field%28NUMBER%2B%40od
1%28rbdk%2Bd0404%29%29&linkText=0
Image source: Google Maps.

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d0404//rbdkd0404.db&recNum=559&itemLink=r?intldl/rbdkbib:@field(NUMBER%2B@od1(rbdk%2Bd0404))&linkText=0


During this time the men were very irritable with each other, 
and they were eating up much of their food.

Statement source: Warner, Charles Dudley Captain John Smith, Chapter V, “First Planting of the Colony”
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3130/3130-h/3130-h.htm#link2H_4_0007
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3130/3130-h/3130-h.htm#link2H_4_0007


First, there was an alleged mutiny during the crossing from England which was 
blamed on John Smith.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 
2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



By the time the fleet got to the Caribbean, Newport ordered gallows to be constructed to hang 
John Smith. It never happened, possibly because some of the men interfered on Smith’s behalf.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 
2006. Page 33.
This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015. 



Finally, on April, 26, 1607, they arrived off the coast of Virginia near the Chesapeake Bay. They 
were surprised because they were in a storm and didn’t know how close to land they were.

The named the Virginia Capes Cape Henry and Cape Charles after the two sons of King James I.
Statement source: Smith John 1608. A True Relation of Such Occurrences and Accidents of Note …. London, England; John 

Tappe, 1608. Pages 1-3.
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/exist/cocoon/jamestown/fha/J1007
Image Source: This image is courtesy of googlemaps.com.

http://www.virtualjamestown.org/exist/cocoon/jamestown/fha/J1007


The English were very impressed with the Chesapeake area where “we could find nothing 
… but faire meadows and goodly tall Trees, … freshwaters running through the woods...”

Statement source: Purchas, Samuel 1625. Hakluytus Posthumus, or Purchas His Pilgrimes. 4 Volumes. London, England; 
William Stansby, 1625. Volume 4, Page 1686. (Image Number 561)
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbdk/d0404/05611686.jpg
Image Source: This painting is titled Landing of the First Settlers at Cape Henry. This image was created by Sidney E. King. 
This image is courtesy of the National Park Service.
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=CAA47BC1-155D-451F-6781B9CAD0FB781D

http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbdk/d0404/05611686.jpg
https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=CAA47BC1-155D-451F-6781B9CAD0FB781D


The first night when they came to Cape Henry, Indians/Native Americans attacked them and 
wounded two Englishmen. 

Statement source: Purchas, Samuel 1625. Hakluytus Posthumus, or Purchas His Pilgrimes. 4 Volumes. London, England; 
William Stansby, 1625. Volume 4, Page 1686. (Image Number 561)
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbdk/d0404/05611686.jpg
Image Source: This photograph shows Cape Henry from the air, facing east-southeast. This image was taken by Gabor Eszes
on January 28, 2006. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbdk/d0404/05611686.jpg


The same night that they were attacked, a box from the Virginia Company was opened that 
named the individuals who were to be in charge of the colony. One of those names was John 

Smith, who was under arrest for the mutiny. He was now freed.

Statement source: Smith John 1624. The Generall Historie of Virginia, New England & The Summer Isles…. 2 Volumes 
London, England; I.D. and I.H. for Michael Sparkes, 1624. Volume 2, Page 42
http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/smith/smith.html

Image Source: This photograph shows Robert Hicks playing Captain John Radcliff reading the ordination orders and 
instructions on the 400th anniversary of the landing. This image is courtesy of the United States Navy and of Wikimedia 
Commons.

http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/smith/smith.html


They entered the largest river of the Chesapeake, which they named after their king, James I. It 
had originally been named the Powhatan after the long-time native leader.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Pages 12, 
35.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.
This map is located between the Robert Hunt Memorial and the First Landing Site. 



One of their requirements from the Virginia Company was to find a river that flowed from the 
Northwest, because they were supposed to look for a Northwest Passage (all water passage) to Asia. 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 12.
Image source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 
2006. Page 13.



Another requirement from the Virginia Company was for their own protection to settle 100 miles up the 
river from the Atlantic Ocean so that they would have plenty of warning if the Spanish tried to attack them. 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 12.
Image source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 
2006. Page 13.



Another requirement from the Virginia Company was that their settlement be at a place where 
the river narrowed so that they could easily attack an enemy’s ships from both sides of the river.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 12.
Image source: This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



If they couldn’t find a place where the river narrowed for their defense, then they could choose 
an island that was “strong by nature.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 12.
Image source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 
2006. Page 13.



They also needed a place where their boats could come close to land, a natural port.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 12.
Image source: This image is courtesy of historyisfun.org.



Last, but not least, the area where they settled was to be uninhabited because they 
were not supposed to make the local native population upset with them. How can you 

trade with people who are mad at you?

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 12.
Image source: This image is courtesy of history.org.



The Jamestown settlers will be fooled by the weather at Jamestown. They left England during the winter, 
spent 4 ½ months crossing the Atlantic while cramped on small boats, and they arrived in the spring 
when everything was green, and before the weather was too hot. They thought this was a paradise.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Pages 11-12.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



1606-1613: Evidence supplied by the examination of tree rings found at Jamestown shows that 
there was a drought for approximately seven years.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 123.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



They sailed as far as 65 miles northwest looking for that defendable narrow stretch of river. They 
reached the Appomattox River (near present day Petersburg, Virginia) without having found an 

uninhabited place with the right requirements, and turned back to the Chesapeake Bay.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 12.
Image source: This image is courtesy of Google Maps.



So the English turned back and then started to look closer at Jamestown Island which 
they had passed twice on their movements up and down the James River. 

Statement source: Purchas, Samuel 1625. Hakluytus Posthumus, or Purchas His Pilgrimes. 4 Volumes. London, England; 
William Stansby, 1625. Volume 4, Page 1688. (Image Number 563)
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d0404//rbdkd0404.db&recNum=0&itemLink=r?intldl/rbdkbib:@field(NUMBER+@od1(r
bdk+d0404))&linkText=0&presId=rbdkbib
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbdk/d0404/05631688.jpg
Image Source: This image shows Archer’s Hope. This image is courtesy of googlemaps.com.



Jamestown was actually an island at very high tide. Here the channel was so close to the shore 
that ships could be tied to the trees “… in six fathom water.” (Note a fathom is six feet, 

therefore, they were in 36 feet of water near the shore at Jamestown).

When full loaded, their largest ship, the Susan Constant, was 12 feet below the water line.
Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 13.
Statement source: Purchas, Samuel 1625. Hakluytus Posthumus, or Purchas His Pilgrimes. 4 Volumes. London, England; William Stansby, 1625. Volume 4, Page 1688. 
(Image Number 563)
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d0404//rbdkd0404.db&recNum=0&itemLink=r?intldl/rbdkbib:@field(NUMBER+@od1(rbdk+d0404))&linkText=0&presId=rbdkbib
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbdk/d0404/05631688.jpg
Image source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Although the island was only 35 miles from the open ocean, it still qualified as a naturally defensible place. Its naturally hidden location in a 
sharp bend in the river would help protect it against the Spanish. 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 14.
Image Source: Google Maps. Accessed 2017 February 20.



The colonists were told not to settle in a swamp, but there was a marsh on the north side of the island. 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 14.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The colonists were told to have a constant source of fresh water. Because they were close to the Ocean (and its unhealthy 
salt water) and to a swamp, it was difficult to find a good source of fresh water, and they would have to dig wells.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 14.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The advantages of being on a ridge, and among a growth of good trees for building outweighed the colonists' concern of settling near a swamp.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Pages 14, 34.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The advantages of being on a ridge, and among a growth of good trees for building outweighed 
the colonists’ concern of having a constant source of fresh water.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Pages 14, 34.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The colonists were not to upset the Virginia Indians, especially by settling on land they already occupied. Jamestown Island was vacant. 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 14. 
Image Source: Google Maps. Accessed 2017 February 20.



Jamestown Island did not have any permanent human inhabitants. This was a campsite from 
which the Indians/Native Americans hunted and fished.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 14. NPS Wayside “A 
Campsite pre-1607. “
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The colonists were not to upset the Virginia Indians by erecting a fort, and at first they 
did not plan on erecting a permanent fort. 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 14.
Image source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



On May 14, 1607, after a voyage of more than five months, the 104 colonists who 
survived, all males, came ashore from the three ships.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Pages 14-15.
Image source: This image by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service.



That first day, every man started to work, cutting down trees, pitching tents, providing 
clapboard to repair ships, planting gardens, making nets, and designing a fort. 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 15.
Image source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Although the colonists were not to upset the Virginia Indians by erecting a fort, they began to build a brush fort, in the shape of a half moon, and 
they established a military guard “to watch and ward.” They probably remembered being attacked when they first landed at Cape Henry.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 15.
Image Source: Google Maps. Accessed 2017 February 20.



Two Indian messengers arrived at the construction site with news that their chief would be 
coming with a gift deer. Four days later, instead of the deer, 100 armed “savages” arrived.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 15.
Image Source: This image is titled “A Cheiff Lorde of Roanoac” based on John White’s original watercolor. The Illustration is by Theodor de Bry and published in 1588. 
This image is courtesy of: http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-twoworlds/1638

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-twoworlds/1638


The leader “made signs that he would give us as much land as we would desire.” This probably 
meant no more than the 1600 acre Jamestown Island. President Wingfield accepted the offer.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 14. 
Image Source: Google Maps. Accessed 2017 February 20.



The deal seemed to be broken when one of the Indians grabbed a soldier’s hatchet, prompting a 
scuffle in which a native was struck on the arm. The chief and his warriors left in anger.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 15.
Image source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Two days later, 40 Indians appeared at the settlement site with a deer. In addition, they offered 
to stay in the “fort” all night. Sensing an ambush, the English denied the overnight stay.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 15. 
Image source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Captain John Smith, Christopher Newport, and others left Jamestown soon after landing to explore the country in search of gold, a 
water passage to China, and/or the Appalachian Mountains as instructed by the Company.

They didn’t take the three ships. They had another small ship inside the Susan Constant which they took out and 
constructed in two days.
Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 16. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2016.



The advantages of this “shallop” was that it could be powered either by oars or sails, travel in deep or shallow water, and 
was light enough to pull ashore. If there was no wind, its mast and sail could be lowered and stowed inside the boat.

On this small ship there were 24 people. 
Statement source: https://www.nps.gov/cajo/learn/historyculture/the-shallop.htm and Archer, Gabriel, 1608. “A Gentleman 
of the Colony. A Relayton of the Discovery, &c. 21 May—22 June 1607.” In Capt. John Smith of Willoughby by Alford, 
Lincolnshire; President of Virginia, and Admiral of New England. Works. 1608-1631. Edited by Edward Arber, Birmingham 
England, 1884. Page xl.
Image Source: This image is courtesy of the National Park Service at https://www.nps.gov/cajo/learn/historyculture/the-
shallop.htm

https://www.nps.gov/cajo/learn/historyculture/the-shallop.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cajo/learn/historyculture/the-shallop.htm


Near the end of this exploration on the shallop, Indians who had previously been friendly were now not so friendly. 
Newport became worried, hurried back to Jamestown, and discovered that the settlement had been attacked.

Statement source: Archer, Gabriel, 1608. “A Gentleman of the Colony. A Relayton of the Discovery, &c. 21 May—22 June 
1607.” In Capt. John Smith of Willoughby by Alford, Lincolnshire; President of Virginia, and Admiral of New England. Works. 
1608-1631. Edited by Edward Arber, Birmingham England, 1884. Page xl.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2016.



During the last week of May, 1607, approximately 200 Indians attacked the fort “in a 
very furious assault.” They came up almost into the fort and shot through the tents.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 16. 
Image Source: Google Maps. Accessed 2017 February 20.



The battle endured “hot about an hour” wounding 11 men, (one of whom later died) 
and killed a “Boy.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 16. 
Image Source: Google Maps. Accessed 2017 February 20.



During the Indian attack on the Fort of May 27th the Indians retired after a crossbar shot from the 
ship’s cannon was fired at them.

The shot might have been fired from the Susan Constant, although the Godspeed also had one small cannon. 
Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 16. 
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.



The Susan Constant had 8 guns: four guns on the main deck and four guns on the “tween deck.”

The guns on the main deck were culverines with a 3 inch bore. The guns on the “tween deck” were “heavy guns” and had a 
5 inch bore. We might go on board this ship to show the view from firing the cannon. 
Statement source: http://www.sname.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=b9462abd-
748f-4bfd-98f5-232ee330a745 Page 12. 
Image source: Robert Housch October 12, 2015.

http://www.sname.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=b9462abd-748f-4bfd-98f5-232ee330a745


This is an example of a crossbar shot which was used to cut rigging and dismast an enemy.

It is possible that the shot weighed four pounds. 
Statement source: http://www.sname.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=b9462abd-
748f-4bfd-98f5-232ee330a745 Page 14 and http://www.alderneywreck.com/index.php/artefacts/guns-and-shot/shot
Image source: http://www.alderneywreck.com/index.php/artefacts/guns-and-shot/shot

http://www.sname.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=b9462abd-748f-4bfd-98f5-232ee330a745
http://www.alderneywreck.com/index.php/artefacts/guns-and-shot/shot
http://www.alderneywreck.com/index.php/artefacts/guns-and-shot/shot


The attack proved to be a wake-up call. This time the settlement would be immediately and 
seriously fortified. The camp was to be enclosed with palisades (logs set side by side in the 

ground) and the cannon were mounted.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 16. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



John Smith said that while they were constructing the fort, “many were the assaults and 
ambuscades of the savages.”

Statement source: Fort Model Jamestown Island
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



In only 19 days, the enclosure was complete. It was triangular shaped with three bulwarks at 
each corner like a half-moon, and four or five pieces or artillery mounted in them.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Pages 16, 58
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Since many men left again to explore with Smith and Newport, the small number that were left worked 
hard to haul logs, weighing approximately 800 pounds each and to dig at least 900 feet of trenches.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 16. 
Image Source: This image was created by Sydney King. It is courtesy of the National Park Service.



While they worked, they had to dodge arrows fired by the Indians from the surrounding woods and 
marshes. One worker who “straggled” outside the fort was shot six times and died a week later.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 16. 
Image Source: This image was created by Sydney King. It is courtesy of the National Park Service.



The incoming arrows, the increasing heat of the summer, and the building schedule put so much 
stress on the men, that they almost mutinied until Christopher Newport, who had now 

returned,  explained to them that completing the fort was the easiest way to protect them.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 17. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



1607 June 14 Sunday: Two unarmed Indians whom Gabriel Archer met earlier at Turkey Isle said 
they were friends and would assist the English colonists and told them to cut down the long 

weeds around the fort and to continue sawing wood.

Statement source: Haile, Edward Wright. 1998. Jamestown Narratives. Champlain, Virginia:  Round House Inc., 1998.LOC 98-
066423.  ISBN 0- 9664712-0-2. Page 117. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Within ten days of the completion of the fort (by June 25, 1607) “scarce ten amongst us could 
either go or well stand, such extreme weakness and sickness oppressed us.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 17. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Then Newport and the sailors left, leaving the men “the common kettle [which amounted to] …half a 
pint of wheat, and as much barley… for a man a day,… and this contained as many worms as grains.” 

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 17. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



Newport took the Susan Constant and the Godspeed. The Discovery was left with the settlers. 
Newport would not return until January, 1608 with more supplies and settlers.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 17. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



“…Our drink was [river?] water our lodgings castles in the air… our extreme toil in” building the 
palisades so strained and bruised us … in the extremity of the heat… made us… miserable.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 17. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



1607: The lack of springs meant that only brackish river water or shallow wells could serve the 
colony, a fact often listed as contributing to Jamestown’s high death rates.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 34. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



1607 Summer: 25 colonists died in the days that followed, including Captain Bartholomew 
Gosnold who was wounded in the attack by the Indians.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 17. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The English buried their dead inside the fort, all parallel or perpendicular to the west fort wall.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 107. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



1607 Summer: Burying people inside the fort would have been out of the view of the native 
Indians, thus following the instructions of the Virginia Company.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 107. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



“Our men were destroyed with cruel diseases…, burning fevers, and by wars, and some 
departed suddenly, but for the most part they died of mere famine.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Pages 17-18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



1607 September: John Smith claimed that 67 of the Jamestown residents were dead, but finally 
most of the soldiers recovered due to Thomas Wotton, the Surgeon General.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Pages 18, 33.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Only 38 out of the original 104 settlers survived the first summer.

Statement source: Wayside Jamestown National Historic Site titled “1607 Burials.”
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent 
English settlement in North America?

This map of the Commonwealth of Virginia is courtesy of GreenwichMeanTime.com.



LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent English 
settlement in North America?

Virginia

This map of the Commonwealth of Virginia is courtesy of GreenwichMeanTime.com.



The early history of the Jamestown Colony was a troubled one.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.



While on land, there were many struggles for power and civil unrest.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Other trials and hardships included:

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



1. Major battle with the local Indians within weeks of arrival.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



2. An unfamiliar, semitropical climate.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



3. Lack of fresh water.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



4. A lack of food and spoiled food.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



5. Drought.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



6. Accidents.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, 
Virginia;  University of Virginia Press, 2006. Page 1.
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



By September, John Smith took over as the colony’s manager because President Wingfield was 
impeached for allegedly hoarding food.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Smith saw the building of some thatched houses because before this: There were not houses “to cover us, 
our tents were rotten and our thatched roof cabbins worse than nought.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 24. 
Image Source: This image was created by Sydney King, and is courtesy of the National Park Service.



During the Fall of 1607 “a number of emissaries” from James River Indian tribes expressed 
intentions of peace, and they started trading with the English.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



Pocahontas, the daughter of Chief Powhatan, had befriended Smith, and every 4 or 5 days she 
and her attendants brought the men provisions.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



January, 1608 two supply ships and 100 fresh men arrived from England.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



January, 1608 fire either seriously damaged or completely destroyed the fort.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service.



January, February 1608 the winter was one of “extreme frost.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image is courtesy of botanycompantion.wordpress.com.



January, February 1608 that winter saw a rash of deaths in which, Smith reports, “more than half of us died.”

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



January, February 1608 despite hardships, John Smith reported the rebuilding of Jamestown. The partially 
burned fort walls were rebuilt.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The church was completely rebuilt.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



The buildings erected in 1608 had a crude “mud and stud” construction. Forked trees were set in the ground 
with mud covered walls and thatched roofs.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



This is what has been reconstructed of the church at the National Park Service site….

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



This is the 1608 church at the nearby Virginia State Park.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



These are the pews at the National Park Service site….

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



These are the pews at the Jamestown Settlement Site (state park site).

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



Here is the storehouse at the Jamestown Settlement Site (state park site).

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



Summer 1608 John Smith carried on with his voyages of discovery on Virginia’s waterways away from 
Jamestown with the presumption that the fort had been brought back in order.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



When one of Smith’s negotiations with the Native Americans failed, he said that 
Pocahontas-- daughter of the chief called Powhatan—had begged for his life.

This is an artist’s depiction of Pocahontas saving the life of Captain John Smith. This image was created in 1870 by the New 
England Chromo Lithograph Company. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



1608 July: John Smith returned to Jamestown and found the town in decay, the people all sick, the rest some 
lame, some bruised, all unable to anything but complain… many dead, the harvest rotting and nothing done.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on October 12, 2015.



Some of the recent arrivals were not the working poor, but English “gentlemen.”

Sir Peter Saltonstall (not an English colonist) was in charge of the horses that belonged to King James I. This  painting, circa
1610, is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The English colonists knew nothing about living in a wilderness.

The Native Americans in the Tidewater Virginia area were used to living in the wilderness, and would frequently check on 
the progress of the colonists at Jamestown. This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



Many of the colonists refused to plant crops and only searched for gold.

Also, orders from the Virginia Company ordered them to search for gold or be abandoned by the Company. Jamestown did 
not have very much, gold, especially compared to parts of Alaska where this 63.8 gram gold nugget was found.  This image 
by Rob Lavinsky of iRocks.com is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



September 1608 John Smith elected President by the council and the company. Under his leadership further construction 
was carried out.

Statement source: Kelso, William M. 2006.  Jamestown: The Buried Truth, Charlottesville, Virginia;  University of Virginia 
Press, 2006. Page 18. 
Image Source: This image was taken by Robert Housch on September 12, 2016.



His attempts at instilling discipline into the colonists appeared to work for a time.

Colonists were impressed with the deep, tall forests of Virginia.  They would not only use the lumber for their own needs, 
they would export the lumber to England. This image by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service.



His rules for the young “gentlemen” who did not feel that they needed 
to do physical labor included: “He who will not work shall not eat.”

This image shows Captain John Smith attempting to make the Jamestown “gentlemen” work. This image is courtesy of the 
University of Maine at Farmington.



Smith was wounded by an explosion/ignition of gunpowder in 1609 
and went back to England to recover.

Although John Smith visited New England in 1614, he never returned to Virginia following his wound from the 
explosion/ignition of gunpowder. He died on June 21, 1631 and was buried in St. Sepulchre’s Church in London. This statue 
was created by William Couper and erected at Jamestown in 1909.  This photograph is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Although colonists had died in significant numbers from 
disease while Smith was in charge of Jamestown...

This photograph shows a mass grave at Jamestown National Historic Park.  The graves are located beneath the foundations 
of one of the later capitol buildings. This photo by Sarah Stierch was taken on May 1, 2009 and is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



...the winter of 1609-1610 was an extremely difficult period. Hundreds 
of colonists died from not only disease, but from starvation. 

The “Starving Time” at Jamestown was a period of forced starvation initiated by the Powhatan (local Native American) 
Confederacy to remove the English from Virginia. This  painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



Some of the people became so desperate for food that they boiled shoe leather and ate it.

Statement source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
Image Source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm


Some of the people became so desperate for food that they turned to eating each other. Some 
were said to “lay wait and threatened to kill and eat” those who seemed better nourished.

Statement source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestownSide.cfm
Image Source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestownSide.cfm

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestownSide.cfm
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestownSide.cfm


One Jamestown resident was accused of killing, salting, and eating his pregnant wife.

Statement source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
Image Source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm


His home was searched for pieces of her body.

Statement source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
Image Source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm


He was tortured by being hanged by his thumbs with weights on his feet until he confessed.

Statement source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
Image Source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm


After he confessed, he was burned alive.

Statement source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
Image Source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm


Some residents dug up corpses for food.

Statement source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
Image Source: http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/winter07/jamestown.cfm


Physical evidence of bodies being dug up and cannibalism at 
Jamestown was presented to the public in 2013.

This is what probably happened to this person, now known as “Jamestown Jane.” Physical evidence shows that after she 
died, someone probably dug up her body, and then tried to open her skull in order to eat her brains. This image is courtesy 
of telegraph.co.uk. 



Only 60 settlers (out of the original 500) survived the “Starving  Time,” 
the winter of 1609-1610.

The first group of English colonists at Jamestown had never planned to grow all of their own food. Their plans depended on 
trade with the local Native Americans. The Indians (Powhatan Confederacy was to supply them with food between the 
arrivals of supply ships from England. When the Powhatans did not trade with the English for food the colonists starved. 
This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



Investors and the English government, however, still demanded a profit.

This painting shows a cooper making barrels at his shop in Jamestown, Virginia. This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of 
the National Park Service.



The survivors boarded ships, abandoned the colony and sailed towards 
the Chesapeake Bay. There a supply convoy with new supplies 

intercepted them and returned the colonists to Jamestown.

The convoy that met the colonists in Chesapeake Bay was led by a newly-appointed governor, Lord Delaware. He not only 
brought food, he also brought other colonists and a doctor. This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park 
Service.



The colony’s economy did not flourish until the settlers began 
growing a new crop-- tobacco.

This photograph shows obacco plants (nicotiana tabacum ) in a field in Intercourse, Pennsylvania. This image was taken by 
Derek Ramsey in 2006 and is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



John Rolfe, with the help of the Native Americans developed 
and cured tobacco so that it would not have a bitter taste.

John Rolfe (circa 1585-1622 ) somehow brought to Jamestown tobacco seeds from a popular strain then being grown in 
Trinidad and South America. The Spanish, who controlled the tobacco market, had declared a penalty of death to anyone 
selling such seeds to somebody who was not Spanish. This image by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



In 1614 Pocahontas married colonist John Rolfe.

John Rolfe’s first wife, who was English-born had died in Bermuda in 1609.  The marriage of Pocahontas to John Rolfe 
created a climate of peace between the Jamestown colonists and Powhatan’s tribes for several years. This image by Henry 
Brueckner was created in 1855. It is titled, “The Marriage of Pocahontas” and is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The habit of smoking rapidly spread throughout Europe.

This image by Dirck Hals is titled Gentlemen Smoking and Playing Backgammon in an Interior. It is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



The growth of the tobacco industry in Virginia led to the 
establishment of large plantations and a need for many laborers.

This painting is titled “Tobacco Production in Jamestown.” This image by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park 
Service.



In 1619 a Dutch ship... brought the first Africans-- 20 of them to Jamestown.

This image, titled Landing of Negroes at Jamestown from a Dutch Man-of-War, 1619 depicts  the first 20 slaves to be 
brought to an English colony.  This image was created in 1917 by Howard Pyle.



These colonial African workers were possibly treated as indentured servants.

An indentured servant was frequently a young, unskilled laborer contracted to work for an employer for a fixed period of 
time, typically three to seven years. In exchange for his work, the employer would provide his indentured servant: 
transportation, food, clothing, lodging, and other necessities during the term of his or her indenture.  They were not paid 
wages. This image of indentured servants is courtesy of the College of William and Mary.



This event marked the beginning of slavery in the English colonies.

On Board a Slave Ship. This image shows captives being brought on board a slave ship on the West Coast of Africa. This 
image was created circa 1880 and is courtesy of the University of Virginia.



In 1620 about 90 women sailed into Jamestown...

There had been women at Jamestown as early as 1608, but they were few in number. The arrival of the “Maids” gave the 
settlement some permanence. This painting by Sidney King titled Arrival of the Maids, is courtesy of the National Park 
Service.



Jamestown eventually became a community with families and a growing population.

By 1750 Jamestown was secure from attacks from the local Native Americans. The tobacco trade led to the steady growth of 
what was then the capital of Virginia. This painting by Keith Rocco is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



The Native Americans resented the amount of land the colonists were taking.

By the 1600s, hardwood lumber was scarce in England. Trees were cut down in America and sent to Europe. These men 
have not only cut down trees, they are making potash and soap ashes. Potash, used in the manufacture of glass, was an 
early export of the colony. Soap ash, another early export, was soap made from the ashes of burned trees. This painting by 
Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



After many battles, the English gained control of the area.

In 1622 Indians, who came into the colony pretending to sell the colonists provisions, suddenly attacked the English. 347 
men, women and children of all ages were killed. This painting by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



In 1619, the same year that slavery was probably introduced to 
Virginia, representative self-government was also born at Jamestown.

This image of a desk in the chamber of the House of Burgesses in Jamestown, Virginia is courtesy of the National Park 
Service.



Adult freemen could elect representatives, or burgesses, to a 
lawmaking body, called the House of Burgesses.

The House of Burgesses first met in Jamestown, Virginia. This image by Sidney King is courtesy of the National Park Service.



The first assembly of the House of Burgesses, met for only 
five days because of an outbreak of malaria,... 

This is a photograph of a reenactment of the first meeting of the House of Burgesses at Jamestown, Virginia. This image is 
courtesy of the Commonwealth of Virginia.



...but it was the first of many town councils and colonial 
legislatures to emerge in America.

This photograph shows a reenactment of a meeting of the House of Burgesses in Williamsburg, Virginia. This image is 
courtesy of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.



In 1624 the king took back the charter of the Virginia 
Company and made Virginia a royal colony. 

This is the stern of the replica of the Susan Constant, one of the first ships to sail to Jamestown in 1607. The replica, 
constructed in 1989, is located in Jamestown Settlement. This  photo by Bmrbarre was taken on June 2, 2007 and is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The king appointed a royal governor but did not abolish the House of Burgesses.

The Royal Governor’s Palace in Williamsburg, Virginia was the home of the governor, who was appointed by the 
king to rule the colony for the king. The original Royal Governor’s Palace was constructed from 1706-1721. It 
burned in 1781. This reproduction of the Royal Governor’s Palace  was opened to the public after being restored 
by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation on April 23, 1934. This image was taken by Larry Pieniazek on April 3, 
2006, and is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



When European explorers landed in eastern North America they did not find a system of roads.

When the first European settlers traveled across land in North America, they used the trails already established by the 
Native Americans. Some of these well-worn trails eventually became roads. This image of the Appalachian Trail is courtesy 
of  AppalachianTrail.com.



Explorers, settlers, fur traders, and missionaries all traveled America’s great rivers.

Traveling by water was the fastest way to get around North America during this time. The James River is 348 miles long. It 
begins in the Appalachian Mountains and empties into the Chesapeake Bay. This image of the James River was taken from 
the bridge on the Blue Ridge Parkway in Virginia. This image by Thea Ganoe was taken on August 17, 2007 and is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons. 



LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent English 
settlement in North America?

This map of the Commonwealth of Virginia is courtesy of GreenwichMeanTime.com.



LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent English 
settlement in North America?

Virginia

This map of the Commonwealth of Virginia is courtesy of GreenwichMeanTime.com.
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	Jamestown
	In 1606, a joint-stock company, the Virginia Company of London, ...
	...received a charter from King James I to establish a colony in North America.
	�The charter granted the colonists of Virginia the same rights as English citizens.�
	The English had four main reasons for establishing a permanent colony in Virginia:
	The first reason for the English colonists to establish Jamestown was to find gold.
	Second, find a water passage through America to Asia.
	The third reason the English colonists wanted to settle at Jamestown was to convert the natives to Protestant Christianity.
	The fourth reason was to export raw materials and manufactured goods.
	A few days before Christmas in 1606 three ships left England for the new world with 105 men and boy settlers/explorers and 39 sailors to establish a permanent settlement in North America.
	The voyage took them four and a half months and covered approximately 6000 miles.
	The overall person in charge of the voyage was Captain Christopher Newport.
	The ships were the Susan Constant…
	…the Discovery…
	…and the Godspeed…
	The Susan Constant was a year old, and the largest of the three ships with 54 passengers and 17 sailors.
	The Susan Constant was almost 25 feet wide at her widest point.
	The Susan Constant had three levels, the main deck on top of the ship, the middle or “tween deck” where you see the cannon, and the cargo hold at the bottom.
	The draft of the Susan Constant was 12 feet, which meant that 12 feet of the ship when loaded, was below the waterline.
	The passengers were considered by the sailors to be cargo, and were rarely allowed on the main deck because of the constant effort by the crew to work the ropes and canvas.
	The passengers were mostly confined down below in the “tween deck.” They would spend their time in cramped conditions. Remember 54 passengers and the crew not on duty were down here. 
	The passengers slept on mattresses (usually two people to a mattress) on the floor and/or on the cargo. They used buckets (chamber pots) for throwing up and using “the restroom.”
	Even Captain Christopher Newport’s cabin was not very big.
	The Susan Constant, and the Godspeed, shown here, were cargo ships rented for the voyage.
	The Godspeed was 17 feet wide, at its widest point. It carried 39 passengers and 13 sailors.
	The Discovery was the smallest of the three ships with a length of only 66 feet, or two classrooms side by side. 
	The Discovery was only 14 feet wide, at its widest point. It carried 12 passengers and 9 sailors.
	The voyage would take 144 days, or four and a half months, which is a long time. 
	One of the reasons that they took so long  is the route that they took. They were not going in a “straight line” across the ocean from England to Virginia. They sailed far to the south before they sailed north to Virginia.
	The reason they sailed far to the south is that they were following the prevailing winds and ocean current. Remember that this was a time of ships with sails which depended on the wind.
	During this time the men were very irritable with each other, and they were eating up much of their food.
	First, there was an alleged mutiny during the crossing from England which was blamed on John Smith.
	By the time the fleet got to the Caribbean, Newport ordered gallows to be constructed to hang John Smith. It never happened, possibly because some of the men interfered on Smith’s behalf.
	Finally, on April, 26, 1607, they arrived off the coast of Virginia near the Chesapeake Bay. They were surprised because they were in a storm and didn’t know how close to land they were.
	The English were very impressed with the Chesapeake area where “we could find nothing … but faire meadows and goodly tall Trees, … freshwaters running through the woods...”
	The first night when they came to Cape Henry, Indians/Native Americans attacked them and wounded two Englishmen. 
	The same night that they were attacked, a box from the Virginia Company was opened that named the individuals who were to be in charge of the colony. One of those names was John Smith, who was under arrest for the mutiny. He was now freed.
	They entered the largest river of the Chesapeake, which they named after their king, James I. It had originally been named the Powhatan after the long-time native leader.
	One of their requirements from the Virginia Company was to find a river that flowed from the Northwest, because they were supposed to look for a Northwest Passage (all water passage) to Asia. 
	Another requirement from the Virginia Company was for their own protection to settle 100 miles up the river from the Atlantic Ocean so that they would have plenty of warning if the Spanish tried to attack them. 
	Another requirement from the Virginia Company was that their settlement be at a place where the river narrowed so that they could easily attack an enemy’s ships from both sides of the river.
	If they couldn’t find a place where the river narrowed for their defense, then they could choose an island that was “strong by nature.”
	They also needed a place where their boats could come close to land, a natural port.
	Last, but not least, the area where they settled was to be uninhabited because they were not supposed to make the local native population upset with them. How can you trade with people who are mad at you?
	The Jamestown settlers will be fooled by the weather at Jamestown. They left England during the winter, spent 4 ½ months crossing the Atlantic while cramped on small boats, and they arrived in the spring when everything was green, and before the weather was too hot. They thought this was a paradise.
	1606-1613: Evidence supplied by the examination of tree rings found at Jamestown shows that there was a drought for approximately seven years.
	They sailed as far as 65 miles northwest looking for that defendable narrow stretch of river. They reached the Appomattox River (near present day Petersburg, Virginia) without having found an uninhabited place with the right requirements, and turned back to the Chesapeake Bay.
	So the English turned back and then started to look closer at Jamestown Island which they had passed twice on their movements up and down the James River. 
	Jamestown was actually an island at very high tide. Here the channel was so close to the shore that ships could be tied to the trees “… in six fathom water.” (Note a fathom is six feet, therefore, they were in 36 feet of water near the shore at Jamestown).
	Although the island was only 35 miles from the open ocean, it still qualified as a naturally defensible place. Its naturally hidden location in a sharp bend in the river would help protect it against the Spanish. 
	The colonists were told not to settle in a swamp, but there was a marsh on the north side of the island. 
	The colonists were told to have a constant source of fresh water. Because they were close to the Ocean (and its unhealthy salt water) and to a swamp, it was difficult to find a good source of fresh water, and they would have to dig wells.
	The advantages of being on a ridge, and among a growth of good trees for building outweighed the colonists' concern of settling near a swamp.
	The advantages of being on a ridge, and among a growth of good trees for building outweighed the colonists’ concern of having a constant source of fresh water.
	The colonists were not to upset the Virginia Indians, especially by settling on land they already occupied. Jamestown Island was vacant. 
	Jamestown Island did not have any permanent human inhabitants. This was a campsite from which the Indians/Native Americans hunted and fished.
	The colonists were not to upset the Virginia Indians by erecting a fort, and at first they did not plan on erecting a permanent fort. 
	On May 14, 1607, after a voyage of more than five months, the 104 colonists who survived, all males, came ashore from the three ships.
	That first day, every man started to work, cutting down trees, pitching tents, providing clapboard to repair ships, planting gardens, making nets, and designing a fort. 
	Although the colonists were not to upset the Virginia Indians by erecting a fort, they began to build a brush fort, in the shape of a half moon, and they established a military guard “to watch and ward.” They probably remembered being attacked when they first landed at Cape Henry.
	Two Indian messengers arrived at the construction site with news that their chief would be coming with a gift deer. Four days later, instead of the deer, 100 armed “savages” arrived.
	The leader “made signs that he would give us as much land as we would desire.” This probably meant no more than the 1600 acre Jamestown Island. President Wingfield accepted the offer.
	The deal seemed to be broken when one of the Indians grabbed a soldier’s hatchet, prompting a scuffle in which a native was struck on the arm. The chief and his warriors left in anger.
	Two days later, 40 Indians appeared at the settlement site with a deer. In addition, they offered to stay in the “fort” all night. Sensing an ambush, the English denied the overnight stay.
	Captain John Smith, Christopher Newport, and others left Jamestown soon after landing to explore the country in search of gold, a water passage to China, and/or the Appalachian Mountains as instructed by the Company.
	The advantages of this “shallop” was that it could be powered either by oars or sails, travel in deep or shallow water, and was light enough to pull ashore. If there was no wind, its mast and sail could be lowered and stowed inside the boat.
	Near the end of this exploration on the shallop, Indians who had previously been friendly were now not so friendly. Newport became worried, hurried back to Jamestown, and discovered that the settlement had been attacked.
	During the last week of May, 1607, approximately 200 Indians attacked the fort “in a very furious assault.” They came up almost into the fort and shot through the tents.
	The battle endured “hot about an hour” wounding 11 men, (one of whom later died) and killed a “Boy.”
	During the Indian attack on the Fort of May 27th the Indians retired after a crossbar shot from the ship’s cannon was fired at them.
	The Susan Constant had 8 guns: four guns on the main deck and four guns on the “tween deck.”
	This is an example of a crossbar shot which was used to cut rigging and dismast an enemy.
	The attack proved to be a wake-up call. This time the settlement would be immediately and seriously fortified. The camp was to be enclosed with palisades (logs set side by side in the ground) and the cannon were mounted.
	John Smith said that while they were constructing the fort, “many were the assaults and ambuscades of the savages.”
	In only 19 days, the enclosure was complete. It was triangular shaped with three bulwarks at each corner like a half-moon, and four or five pieces or artillery mounted in them.
	Since many men left again to explore with Smith and Newport, the small number that were left worked hard to haul logs, weighing approximately 800 pounds each and to dig at least 900 feet of trenches.
	While they worked, they had to dodge arrows fired by the Indians from the surrounding woods and marshes. One worker who “straggled” outside the fort was shot six times and died a week later.
	The incoming arrows, the increasing heat of the summer, and the building schedule put so much stress on the men, that they almost mutinied until Christopher Newport, who had now returned,  explained to them that completing the fort was the easiest way to protect them.
	1607 June 14 Sunday: Two unarmed Indians whom Gabriel Archer met earlier at Turkey Isle said they were friends and would assist the English colonists and told them to cut down the long weeds around the fort and to continue sawing wood.
	Within ten days of the completion of the fort (by June 25, 1607) “scarce ten amongst us could either go or well stand, such extreme weakness and sickness oppressed us.”
	Then Newport and the sailors left, leaving the men “the common kettle [which amounted to] …half a pint of wheat, and as much barley… for a man a day,… and this contained as many worms as grains.” 
	Newport took the Susan Constant and the Godspeed. The Discovery was left with the settlers. Newport would not return until January, 1608 with more supplies and settlers.
	“…Our drink was [river?] water our lodgings castles in the air… our extreme toil in” building the palisades so strained and bruised us … in the extremity of the heat… made us… miserable.”
	1607: The lack of springs meant that only brackish river water or shallow wells could serve the colony, a fact often listed as contributing to Jamestown’s high death rates.
	1607 Summer: 25 colonists died in the days that followed, including Captain Bartholomew Gosnold who was wounded in the attack by the Indians.
	The English buried their dead inside the fort, all parallel or perpendicular to the west fort wall.
	1607 Summer: Burying people inside the fort would have been out of the view of the native Indians, thus following the instructions of the Virginia Company.
	“Our men were destroyed with cruel diseases…, burning fevers, and by wars, and some departed suddenly, but for the most part they died of mere famine.”
	1607 September: John Smith claimed that 67 of the Jamestown residents were dead, but finally most of the soldiers recovered due to Thomas Wotton, the Surgeon General.
	Only 38 out of the original 104 settlers survived the first summer.
	LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent English settlement in North America?�
	�LEQ: In what present day state was the first permanent English settlement in North America?�Virginia�
	The early history of the Jamestown Colony was a troubled one.
	While on land, there were many struggles for power and civil unrest.
	Other trials and hardships included:
	1. Major battle with the local Indians within weeks of arrival.
	2. An unfamiliar, semitropical climate.
	3. Lack of fresh water.
	4. A lack of food and spoiled food.
	5. Drought.
	6. Accidents.
	By September, John Smith took over as the colony’s manager because President Wingfield was impeached for allegedly hoarding food.
	Smith saw the building of some thatched houses because before this: There were not houses “to cover us, our tents were rotten and our thatched roof cabbins worse than nought.”
	During the Fall of 1607 “a number of emissaries” from James River Indian tribes expressed intentions of peace, and they started trading with the English.
	Pocahontas, the daughter of Chief Powhatan, had befriended Smith, and every 4 or 5 days she and her attendants brought the men provisions.
	January, 1608 two supply ships and 100 fresh men arrived from England.
	January, 1608 fire either seriously damaged or completely destroyed the fort.
	January, February 1608 the winter was one of “extreme frost.”
	January, February 1608 that winter saw a rash of deaths in which, Smith reports, “more than half of us died.”
	January, February 1608 despite hardships, John Smith reported the rebuilding of Jamestown. The partially burned fort walls were rebuilt.
	The church was completely rebuilt.
	The buildings erected in 1608 had a crude “mud and stud” construction. Forked trees were set in the ground with mud covered walls and thatched roofs.
	This is what has been reconstructed of the church at the National Park Service site….
	This is the 1608 church at the nearby Virginia State Park.
	These are the pews at the National Park Service site….
	These are the pews at the Jamestown Settlement Site (state park site).
	Here is the storehouse at the Jamestown Settlement Site (state park site).
	Summer 1608 John Smith carried on with his voyages of discovery on Virginia’s waterways away from Jamestown with the presumption that the fort had been brought back in order.
	When one of Smith’s negotiations with the Native Americans failed, he said that Pocahontas-- daughter of the chief called Powhatan—had begged for his life.
	1608 July: John Smith returned to Jamestown and found the town in decay, the people all sick, the rest some lame, some bruised, all unable to anything but complain… many dead, the harvest rotting and nothing done.
	Some of the recent arrivals were not the working poor, but English “gentlemen.”
	The English colonists knew nothing about living in a wilderness.
	���������Many of the colonists refused to plant crops and only searched for gold.�������� 
	September 1608 John Smith elected President by the council and the company. Under his leadership further construction was carried out.
	His attempts at instilling discipline into the colonists appeared to work for a time.
	His rules for the young “gentlemen” who did not feel that they needed to do physical labor included: “He who will not work shall not eat.”
	Smith was wounded by an explosion/ignition of gunpowder in 1609 and went back to England to recover.
	Although colonists had died in significant numbers from disease while Smith was in charge of Jamestown...
	...the winter of 1609-1610 was an extremely difficult period. Hundreds of colonists died from not only disease, but from starvation. 
	Some of the people became so desperate for food that they boiled shoe leather and ate it.
	Some of the people became so desperate for food that they turned to eating each other. Some were said to “lay wait and threatened to kill and eat” those who seemed better nourished.�
	One Jamestown resident was accused of killing, salting, and eating his pregnant wife.
	His home was searched for pieces of her body.
	He was tortured by being hanged by his thumbs with weights on his feet until he confessed.
	After he confessed, he was burned alive.
	Some residents dug up corpses for food.
	Physical evidence of bodies being dug up and cannibalism at Jamestown was presented to the public in 2013.
	���Only 60 settlers (out of the original 500) survived the “Starving  Time,” the winter of 1609-1610.��
	Investors and the English government, however, still demanded a profit.
	The survivors boarded ships, abandoned the colony and sailed towards the Chesapeake Bay. There a supply convoy with new supplies intercepted them and returned the colonists to Jamestown.
	�The colony’s economy did not flourish until the settlers began growing a new crop-- tobacco.�
	John Rolfe, with the help of the Native Americans developed and cured tobacco so that it would not have a bitter taste.
	In 1614 Pocahontas married colonist John Rolfe.
	The habit of smoking rapidly spread throughout Europe.
	The growth of the tobacco industry in Virginia led to the establishment of large plantations and a need for many laborers.
	In 1619 a Dutch ship... brought the first Africans-- 20 of them to Jamestown.
	These colonial African workers were possibly treated as indentured servants.
	This event marked the beginning of slavery in the English colonies.
	In 1620 about 90 women sailed into Jamestown...
	Jamestown eventually became a community with families and a growing population.
	The Native Americans resented the amount of land the colonists were taking.
	After many battles, the English gained control of the area.
	In 1619, the same year that slavery was probably introduced to Virginia, representative self-government was also born at Jamestown.
	Adult freemen could elect representatives, or burgesses, to a lawmaking body, called the House of Burgesses.
	The first assembly of the House of Burgesses, met for only five days because of an outbreak of malaria,... 
	...but it was the first of many town councils and colonial legislatures to emerge in America.
	In 1624 the king took back the charter of the Virginia Company and made Virginia a royal colony. 
	The king appointed a royal governor but did not abolish the House of Burgesses.
	�When European explorers landed in eastern North America they did not find a system of roads.�
	�Explorers, settlers, fur traders, and missionaries all traveled America’s great rivers.�
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