
LEQ: Who was the first President in United States’ history to be impeached?

The galleries of the Senate Chamber were filled to capacity on March 5, 1868, as the Senate began its 
proceedings for the impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson. Popular interest in the trial was so intense 
that the Senate, for the first time in its history, issued gallery passes, beginning a practice that continues to the 
present. On May 16, the Senate voted on one article of impeachment, falling just one vote short of conviction and 
removal from office.  This image is courtesy of senate.gov.
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The Presidency of Andrew Johnson

This image shows Abraham Lincoln in an open casket in New York City on April 24, 1865 by Jeremiah Gurney. As 
the nation mourned the death of President Lincoln in April 1865, a very different man took office. His battles with 
Congress over policies toward the south would end in bitterness, anger, and a historic confrontation. This image is 
courtesy of rogerjnorton.com.
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On April 15, 1865, Vice President Andrew Johnson took the presidential oath of 
office in the parlor of the Kirkwood House (Hotel) in Washington, D.C.

Although a Southerner and a Democrat, Republicans had chosen him as Lincoln’s running mate because they 
thought he would appeal to War Democrats and voters in the border states during the 1864 election. Johnson had 
strongly supported the Union during the Civil War. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



As a senator from Tennessee, Andrew Johnson stayed 
in Congress when his state seceded. 

In 1861 Andrew Johnson (1808-1875) denounced his fellow Tennesseans for choosing secession. This image was 
taken circa 1870. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Many Northerners felt anger as well as sorrow in the 
weeks following Lincoln’s assassination.

Many northerners cried for vengeance against all Confederate leaders. The new President, however, pledged that 
his policies essentially “would be the same as that of the late President.” This image shows President Lincoln’s 
hearse in Philadelphia. This image was taken by Henszey and Company Photographers circa April 22, 1865. This 
image is courtesy of history1800sabout.com.



Johnson became hampered in his efforts because, as an 
unelected President, he enjoyed little popular support.

Radical Republicans at first hoped that Johnson would support a strict Reconstruction plan. After all, Johnson had 
often exclaimed that “traitors must be punished.” This image shows Andrew Johnson as a boy not getting his way, 
and his “mother,” Secretary of State William Seward, attempting to calm him down. This image was created by 
Thomas Nast for the April 20, 1867 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



The Radical Republicans and Andrew Johnson had little in common.

The Radicals wanted to keep white Southerners, especially conservative Democrats, out of Congress to 
strengthen their party’s influence. Without white Southern interference, they could extend African Americans’ civil 
rights. This image shows the impeachment committee of Andrew Johnson. Seated from left to right are Benjamin 
F. Butler, Thaddeus Stevens, Thomas Williams, John A. Bingham. Standing from left to right are James F. Wilson, 
George S. Boutwell, and John A. Logan. This image was taken circa 1868 by Mathew Brady. This image is 
courtesy of the New York Public Library.



As a former slaveholder, Johnson cared little for the rights of African 
Americans and insisted that “White men alone must manage the South.”

This image shows Sam Johnson, one of the slaves owned by Andrew Johnson. Johnson’s slaves later became his 
paid servants. Martha Johnson Patterson, Andrew Johnson’s daughter, said that Sam Johnson would boast that 
he was Andrew Johnson’s servant. “But in truth,” she continued, “Andrew Johnson belonged to Sam.” Andrew 
Johnson gave Sam Johnson land for a church and school for the freedmen of Greeneville, Tennessee. This image 
is courtesy of the National Park Service.



On the other hand, the new President and the Radical Republicans both 
disliked the wealthy planters who had ruled the South before the war.

Johnson married his school teacher (he was 18, she was 16), and with her help, taught himself mathematics and 
writing. He came from a poor rural background, and his first profession was that of a tailor. When he entered 
politics he represented the interests of small farmers and mountaineers. Early in his political career, Johnson had 
promised to “show the stuck-up aristocrats who is running this country.” Now he had the chance. This image is 
from the December 4, 1869 issue of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of impeach-andrewjohnson.com.



Johnson, like Lincoln, believed that the President should take the lead on Reconstruction.

Johnson began his work on Reconstruction while Congress was not in session. On May 29, 1865, Johnson issued 
two proclamations. This political cartoon, “The Rail-Splitter Repairing the Union,” shows Vice President Andrew 
Johnson and President Abraham Lincoln. Johnson is attempting to stitch back together the map of the United 
States. President Lincoln is using a split rail to position the globe. This image is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.



Johnson’s first proclamation offered amnesty and the return of property—
except slaves—to all who would take an oath of loyalty to the Union.

Like Lincoln, Johnson barred certain groups from taking the oath. This image shows citizens of Charleston, South 
Carolina taking the Oath of Allegiance in 1864. This image appeared in The Soldier in Our Civil War: A Pictorial 
History of the Conflict 1861-1865, Illustrating the Valor of the Soldiers as Displayed on the Battle Field. It was 
written by Bradley Stanley and illustrated by Frank Leslie. The book was published in 1893. This image is courtesy 
of the New York Public Library.



One group that could not take the oath included supporters of the 
Confederacy who owned property worth $20,000 or more. 

These wealthy landowners, however, could appeal to the President for special pardons. The $20,000 was 
probably based on the 1860 federal census. $20,000 in 1860 is worth approximately $550,000 today. The war, 
however, brought great inflation. $20,000 in 1865 is worth approximately $275,000 today. This image shows the 
antebellum home Melrose, located in Natchez, Mississippi. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Johnson’s second Reconstruction proclamation dealt with 
the organization of loyal state governments in the South. 

In each state, Johnson would appoint a temporary governor. He would call a state convention and oversee the 
election of convention delegates. Only those who had taken the loyalty oath could vote or serve as delegates. This 
image shows the Alabama State Capitol during the inauguration of Confederate President Jefferson Davis on 
February 18, 1861. This image was taken by Archibald Crossland McIntyre. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Under Johnson’s plan the state conventions would write new 
constitutions and decide who qualified to vote or hold office.

Next, the voters could elect a governor, state lawmakers, and members of Congress. This image shows the State-
House, which was located in Milledgeville, Georgia, which at that time was the capital of Georgia. This image is 
courtesy of georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu.



In addition, the states had to ratify the Thirteenth Amendment, 
declare secession illegal, and agree not to pay Confederate debts.

This image shows the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the United State Constitution in the United States 
House of Representatives on January 31, 1865. When Republicans in the House heard the results, they jumped 
to their feet and cheered. This is an image from Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper for February 18,1865. This 
image is courtesy of sethkaller.com.



By the end of 1865 all the seceded states had formed new 
governments– some under Lincoln’s plan, some under Johnson's.

When Congress reconvened, Johnson declared these states restored to the Union. He called on Congress to seat 
the newly elected Southern senators and representatives. The Radicals in Congress protested the leniency of 
Johnson’s plan. This image shows the ex-Confederate States, which had to form new state governments, in 
green. This image is courtesy of newworldencyclopedia.org.



Johnson’s Reconstruction plan allowed the return of Confederate 
leadership in the Southern states. 

For example, Mississippians elected a former Confederate general as governor. Benjamin Grubb Humphreys 
(1808-1882) commanded Barksdale’s Mississippi Brigade after Barksdale’s death at Gettysburg. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



In Georgia voters chose Alexander H. Stephens, the former Vice President 
of the Confederacy, as a United States Senator.

Clearly, these officials could not qualify for the loyalty oath. Alexander Hamilton Stephens (1812-1883) had a keen 
intellect, but his frail body rarely weighed over 100 pounds. Before the Civil War he was a Whig, and like fellow 
Whig Abraham Lincoln, opposed the United States entering the Mexican-American war. This image was taken 
circa 1855. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Johnson might have stopped these Confederates from assuming office and called 
for new elections, but to do so would be admitting that his plan had failed. 

Clearly, these officials could not qualify for the loyalty oath. This image shows President Andrew Johnson 
pardoning ex-Confederates at the White House. This image was created for the October 14, 1865 issue of 
Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of the University of Georgia.



Instead, Johnson granted presidential pardons to nearly every 
former Confederate official who requested it. 

Presidential pardons gave ex-Confederate leaders the right to vote. The image on the left shows Columbia asking 
as Confederates such as Robert E. Lee approach to ask her pardon, “Should I trust these men?” African 
Americans did not have the right to vote, and in the image on the right, Columbia asks, “And not this man?” These 
images were drawn by Thomas Nast for the August 5, 1865 edition of Harpers Weekly. These images are courtesy 
of thomasnast.com.



African Americans suffered under Johnson’s reconstructed state governments.

Although Southern governments had to abolish slavery, they still seized the chance to deny African Americans the 
right to vote, an opportunity to learn, and freedom to work. As Mississippi Governor Benjamin Humphreys stated, 
“The Negro is free…to be free however, does not make him a citizen, or entitle him to political or social equality 
with the white race.” This image titled, ‘This is a White Man’s Government,” shows white Americans suppressing 
the rights and threatening the safety of African Americans by their opposition to the Reconstruction legislation. 
This image was created by Thomas Nast for the September 5, 1868 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is 
courtesy of harpweek.com.



The new Southern state governments passed black codes--
restrictive laws that applied only to African Americans. 

Southern legislatures designed these laws to reestablish white control over African Americans. This image is 
courtesy of georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu.



In South Carolina, African Americans had to have licenses to do any jobs other than farm work.

Slaves would have to come up with money to pay for the licenses. These laws were designed to make sure that 
former slaves would stay on the plantations and work for a small wage for their old masters. This image is titled 
“Sweet Potato Planting, Hopkinson’s Plantation,” which was located on Edisto Island, South Carolina. The image 
was created by Henry P. Moore (1833-1911) in 1862. However, the man in the front left appears to be wearing a 
Union military uniform. This might be a post Civil War photograph. This image is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.



A Mississippi law prevented African Americans from buying or even renting farmland.

Again, these laws were designed to make sure that former slaves would stay on the plantations and work for a 
small wage or in exchange for clothing or shelter for their old masters in their old slave cabins. This image shows 
a slave cabin at Evergreen Plantation in Louisiana. This image is courtesy of the National Park Service.



Vagrancy laws in many states imposed fines on unemployed African Americans. The state 
government auctioned off those who could not pay to white landowners who paid their fines. 

This effectively put the former slaves back in slave-like conditions. A vagrant is a person who wanders about idly 
and has no permanent home or employment. They were also called vagabond or tramps. Today we might call 
them “homeless.” This image is titled “Selling a freedman to pay his fine at Monticello, Florida.” This image was 
created by James E. Taylor for the January 19, 1867 edition of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. This image is 
courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



Many African Americans wanted to get away from the plantations where 
they were slaves and find a new job and home somewhere else. They 

were trying to “follow the American dream.”

If African Americans were caught traveling, and they didn’t have a job (because they were traveling to look for 
one), they could be jailed. The vagrancy laws put an end to much of that traveling. This image is from a runaway 
slave poster issued in July, 1837. It is titled, “The Runaway.” This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Many African Americans tried to travel around the country searching for 
relatives who had been sold away from them during the period of slavery.

The vagrancy laws put an end to much of that traveling. African American families remained broken and unstable. 
This image shows a slave auction in Richmond, Virginia. This image appeared in the February 16, 1861 issue of 
The Illustrated London News. This image is courtesy of beck.library.emory.edu.



Although many white Northerners also treated African Americans 
unfairly, the Southern states’ black codes outraged them.

These laws made a mockery of the Thirteenth Amendment, but the President did nothing to help African 
Americans. This image is titled “Camp of Negro Refugees.” This image was created by Theodore R. Davis for the 
July 1, 1865 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts (left) and Representative Thaddeus Stevens 
of Pennsylvania (right), the leaders of the Radicals in Congress, fought untiringly for the 

rights of African Americans and to build a new Southern society.

Before Congress met in December 1865, Sumner and Stevens began to formulate a plan to undo Johnson’s 
program. The photograph of Charles Sumner (1811-1874) was taken circa 1855. The photograph of Thaddeus 
Stevens (1792-1868) was taken circa 1864. These images are courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Stevens persuaded Congress to deny seats to the newly elected members from the South. 

This image shows the United States House of Representatives Chamber in 1865.  This room has been in use 
since its completion in 1857. This image is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol. 



Congress also created the Joint Committee on Reconstruction. 

The committee was consisted of members from the House and the Senate. It studied and reported on the situation 
in the South, particularly the conditions for newly freed African Americans. This image is courtesy of 
allposters.com.



The Radical Republicans continued to take steps to protect southern African Americans.

They pushed through a bill to strengthen and lengthen the life of the Freedman’s Bureau, created in March 1865. 
This image shows the “Office of the Freedmen’s Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee.” This image was created for the 
June 2, 1866 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The Freedman’s Bureau worked to provide education, housing, and 
other improvements for African Americans in the South.

Johnson vetoed the bill creating the Freedmen’s Bureau. This cartoon shows President Andrew Johnson 
disbanding the Freedmen’s Bureau when he vetoed the bill creating it. African Americans are flying out of the 
bureau as he kicks it down the steps. This image was created by Thomas Nast (1840-1902) for the April 14, 1866  
edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The Radicals responded by passing the Civil Rights Act of 1866. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1866 guaranteed African Americans some basic rights of citizens, such as owning property 
and bringing lawsuits. Johnson vetoed it, denouncing the Radical Republicans as traitors who did not wish to 
restore the Union. This image shows former slave Henry Garnet speaking with New York Tribune newspaper 
editor Horace Greeley. This image was created for the United States Capitol circa 1973 by Allyn Cox. This image 
is courtesy of The Architect of the Capitol.



The President’s actions drove moderate Republicans to rally behind the 
Radicals and helped to override Johnson’s veto of the civil rights bill.

This was the first time that Congress had overridden a presidential veto on a significant matter. Then Congress 
also passed the Freedmen’s Bureau bill over the President’s veto. This image, titled The Freedman’s Bureau,”  
shows an individual representing the Freedmen’s Bureau standing between armed groups of European Americans 
and African Americans. This image was created by Alfred Rudolph Waud (1828-1891) for the July 25, 1868 edition 
of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Under the Civil Rights Act of 1866, for the first time the Bill of Rights of 
the Constitution applied to all Americans, except for Native Americans.

Native Americans did not acquire U.S. citizenship until 1924. Opponents of the act claimed that it gave the federal 
government expanded powers and violated states’ rights. Charles Sumner, however, insisted, “There can be no 
state rights against human rights.” This photograph shows representatives from the Iowa, Sauk, and Fox tribes in 
1866. This image is courtesy of firstpeople.us.
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Fearing that the Civil Rights Act might be overturned in court, the Joint 
Committee on Reconstruction drafted the Fourteenth Amendment.

This image titled, “To Thine Own Self Be True,” shows the hands of Columbia handing the Civil Rights Bill into the 
hands of an African American man. This image was created for the April 24, 1875 edition of Harpers Weekly. This 
image is courtesy of authentichistory.com. 



The 14th Amendment defined citizenship to include African Americans and 
required that no state deny any person the “equal protection of the laws.” 

The “equal protection clause” would be used in 1954 in the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit that led to the 
desegregation of schools. It was also used in 1971 to protect women from gender discrimination. This image, titled 
Mending the Family Kettle,”  shows Columbia holding a Constitutional Amendment. She is telling President 
Andrew Johnson, who is holding a leaking kettle called “The Reconstructed South,” “Now Andy, I wish you and 
your boys would hurry up that job, because I want to use that kettle right away. You are all talking too much about 
it.” This image was created for the June 16, 1866 edition of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. This image is 
courtesy of the Library of Congress.



The Fourteenth Amendment also denied the vote to most former Confederate 
leaders and prohibited any state from paying Confederate war debts.

This image shows some Confederate officers taken at White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia in August, 1869. Left 
to right standing: “Generals James Conner, Martin W. Gary, John B. Magruder, Robert D. Lilley, P.G.T. 
Beauregard, Alexander Lawton, Henry A. Wise, Joseph L. Brent. Left to right sitting: Turkish Minister to the U.S. 
Blacque Bey, General Robert E. Lee, Philanthropist George Peabody, Philanthropist William W. Corcoran, 
Confederate Congressman James Lyons. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Once the enemy of Southern leaders, Johnson now acted as their ally against Congress.

He claimed that the absence of Southern representation in Congress made the Fourteenth Amendment 
unconstitutional, and he urged Southerners to reject it in the next congressional elections. This image shows 
President Andrew Johnson touring the nation by railroad during the 1866 Congressional elections during which he 
attempted to raise support for his programs. This was known as the “Swing Around the Circle.” This image is 
courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



As the 1866 congressional elections neared, it became clear that they would reveal 
whether the President or Congress would control the direction of Reconstruction.

To acquire election support for Democratic candidates, President Johnson toured around the country, making his 
“Swing Around the Circle” tour to Chicago, St. Louis and other cities. This image was created by Thomas Nast for 
the October 27, 1866 issue of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of thomasnast.com.



The election provided an overwhelming victory for the Radicals, 
who gained control of both the House and Senate.

The Radicals now had enough political strength to override any presidential veto. This image shows the House of 
Representatives Chamber in 1866. This image, titled “The House of Representatives, U.S. Capitol” was created 
by E. Sachse & Company. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Now firmly in control, the Radical Republicans began implementing their policies for Reconstruction. 

They wanted to sweep away the new state governments in the South to ensure that former Confederate leaders 
would have no role in governing the South and to protect the freed African Americans’ right to vote. This image is 
courtesy of citizendium.org.



Inspired by self-interest as well as by concern for the freed African 
Americans, Radical Republicans wanted to punish the South.

This image shows a white Southerner attempting to beat an African American child. The United States Army is 
protecting the youth. This image is titled “Shall We call Home Our Troops?” This image was created for the 
January 9, 1875 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of The Library of Congress.



The Radicals expected that African Americans would express 
their gratitude for the Civil Rights acts by voting Republican.

This image is titled “The Georgetown Election– the Negro at the Ballot-Box.” This image was created for the 
March 16, 1867 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of the New York Public Library.



In March 1867, Congress passed a Reconstruction act that abolished the 
South’s new state governments and placed the states under military rule. 

This image shows the United States Senate Chamber. The Senate moved here in 1859. This image was taken by 
Bell and Brothers in 1867. This image is courtesy of senate.gov.



Congress’ Reconstruction act divided the former 
Confederacy, except Tennessee, into five military districts.

The army, or martial law, would govern the districts. Congress readmitted Tennessee to the Union because it had 
already met all of the requirements of the legislation. This image is courtesy of learnnc.org.



To be restored to the Union, each of the states had to create and ratify a 
state constitution that gave African Americans the right to vote. 

If Congress approved the constitution, if the state legislature ratified the Fourteenth Amendment, and if the 
amendment became a part of the Constitution, then the state would be readmitted to the Union. This image from 
the February 15, 1868 edition of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper shows the election of African American 
delegates to the 1867-1868 Virginia Constitutional Convention. This image is courtesy of the Library of Virginia.



By 1868 Louisiana, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina had met these requirements and regained statehood.

Although Johnson vetoed the Reconstruction Act, Congress easily overrode his veto. This map shows the years 
that states were readmitted to the Union. This image is courtesy of humboldt.edu.



Louisiana and South Carolina passed the Reconstruction Act on July 9, 1868, three-fourths 
of the states had ratified it, and the Fourteenth Amendment became part of the Constitution.

The Fourteenth Amendment gave citizenship to ex-slaves in the South. This image is courtesy of 
bonfirejournal.com.



Regarding the Reconstruction Amendments, the 13th

Amendment freed the slaves.

This image, titled “Emancipation,” contains a caption reading: “The Emancipation of the Negroes, January 1863—
The Past and the Future. This image was drawn by Thomas Nast. This image appeared in Harpers Weekly in 
1865. This image is courtesy of  Wikimedia Commons.



The Fourteenth Amendment gave citizenship to former slaves in the South.

The Fourteenth Amendment gave citizenship to ex-slaves in the South. This image is courtesy of 
bonfirejournal.com.



There is a clause in the 14th Amendment that states: “[N]or shall any State deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law . . .”

“Due process” deals with how justice is administered. The “Due process clause” was interpreted by the Supreme 
Court in the 1973 decision Roe v. Wade to legalize abortion in the United States. This image is courtesy of the 
abcnewsgo.com. 



The Radicals became determined to reduce the presidential power that Lincoln had 
assumed during the Civil War and to remove Johnson as an obstacle to their plans. 

In March 1867, Congress passed the Command of the Army Act, which severely limited the President’s power as 
commander in chief. The Tenure of Office Act accompanied this legislation. This image is titled, “Formal Notice of 
the Impeachment of Andrew Johnson, by the House Committee, Thaddeus Stevens and John A. Bingham at the 
Bar of the Senate, Washington, D.C., on the 25th Feb.” This image was created for the March 14, 1868 issue of 
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Congress’ Tenure of Office Act required Senate approval for the President to remove any 
government official, including cabinet members whose appointment had required its consent.

The Senate reasoned that they had to approve the appointments of cabinet members, and therefore they should 
approve their removal. This image shows President Johnson and the “New members of Cabinet and Others.” This 
image is from “The American Conflict” by Horace Greeley published in 1866. This image is courtesy of rare-
posters.com.



Johnson had long wanted to remove Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, 
the only cabinet member who openly sided with the Radicals.

While Congress remained in recess, Johnson dismissed him. This image from the March 7, 1868 edition of 
Harper’s Weekly shows Secretary of War Edwin Stanton aiming a cannon labeled “Congress” at president Andrew 
Johnson. Stanton holds a rammer marked “Tenure of Office Bill.” The cannon balls on the floor are marked 
“Justice.” This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress and Wikimedia Commons.



When Johnson tried to dismiss him from the War Department, 
Stanton barricaded himself in his office and refused to be fired.

Congress supported Stanton and claimed that, under the 1867 Tenure of Office act, the President could not fire 
any official the Senate had approved. Johnson proclaimed the recent act unconstitutional and demanded that the 
Supreme Court settle the issue. Edwin McMasters Stanton (1814-1869) served as Secretary of War under 
presidents Lincoln and Johnson. This image was taken circa 1865. This image is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.



Ignoring the President’s argument, Thaddeus Stevens seized the opportunity. 

He called on the House of Representatives to impeach Johnson, or charge the President with misconduct. This 
image is titled “The Last Speech on Impeachment– Thaddeus Stevens Closing the Debate in the House, March 
2.” This image was created by Theodore R. Davis (1840-1894) for the March 21, 1868 edition of Harpers Weekly. 
This image is courtesy of The Library of Congress.



On February 24, 1868, for the first time in American history, 
the House voted 126 to 47 to impeach a President.

Thaddeus Stevens (Republican-Pennsylvania) and John A. Bingham (Republican-Ohio) walked to the Senate to 
inform them of the House’s vote to impeach Andrew Johnson.” This image is titled “Impeachment– Thaddeus 
Stevens and John A. Bingham Before the Senate.” This image was created by Theodore R. Davis (1840-1894) for 
the March 14, 1868 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of The Library of Congress.



According to the Constitution, after the House impeaches an official, the Senate acts as 
the trial court and the Chief Justice of the United States presides over the trial.

The President is removed from office if found guilty by two-thirds of the senators. The Sergeant At Arms of the 
Senate formally delivered the summons to President Johnson in the White House. The Sergeant At Arms is the 
law enforcement officer for the Senate. Johnson is with Colonel W.G. Moore, Johnson’s private secretary. This 
image is titled “George T. Brown, Sergeant At Arms of the Senate, Serving the Summons On President Johnson.” 
This image was created by Theodore R. Davis (1840-1894) for the March 28, 1868 edition of Harpers Weekly. 
This image is courtesy of The Library of Congress.



On May 16, 1868, most of Congress attended the trial and 
spectators crowded the visitors’ gallery.

The trial began on March 13, 1868, but the proceedings began on March 23, 1868. Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase 
presided over the trial. This image is titled “The Senate as a Court of Impeachment for the Trial of Andrew 
Johnson.” This image was created by Theodore R. Davis (1840-1894) for the April 11, 1868 edition of Harpers 
Weekly. This image is courtesy of The Library of Congress.



Many senators relished the chance to get rid of Johnson, but some 
felt uneasy about what seemed to clearly be a political charge.

Some senators believed that the Constitution did not intend for a President to be removed if he disagreed with 
Congress. This image shows a scene from the impeachment trial held in the United States Senate Chamber. This 
image was created for the March 28, 1868 edition of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. This image is courtesy 
of senate.gov.



The final vote was 35 to 19, one ballot shy of the two-
thirds needed to convict.

Andrew Johnson remained president. The balance of powers among the three branches of government survived. 
This image is courtesy of explorehistory.com.



The Radical Republicans sought a candidate in the 1868 election 
who could sweep the country and keep them in power.

This is a campaign poster for Ulysses S. Grant. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



The Republican party chose as their candidate, the North’s 
popular Civil War hero, General Ulysses S. Grant.

In 1868, Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885) was the United States Army’s highest ranking officer . His campaign 
slogan was “Let Us Have Peace.” This image was taken circa 1870. This image is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.



The Democrats nominated Horatio Seymour, former governor of New 
York, and ran on a platform condemning Radical Reconstruction. 

Horatio Seymour (1810-1886)  during the Civil War took a cautious middle position in which he supported the war 
effort, but criticized Lincoln’s conduct of the war. The campaign slogan for Seymour and his Vice Presidential 
Candidate Francis P. Blair of Missouri was “Peace, Union, and Constitutional Government.” This image is 
Wikimedia Commons. 



Grant won easily with 214 electoral votes to Seymour’s 80.

A small shift in the popular vote, however, would have changed the results. In 1868 there were 294 electoral votes 
available. 148 electoral votes were needed to win the 1868 election. The states in green had not yet been 
readmitted to the Union, and were therefore ineligible to vote. Their electoral votes are still shown. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Grant won because the “carpetbag” governments in the South supported 
him, despite terrorist tactics against Republican voters in the South.

Carpetbaggers were not very wealthy Northerners who were able to pack all of their belongings in a carpetbag 
and went South in order to take advantage of this devastated area following the Civil War. The Carpetbaggers 
focused on getting rich, and not on helping the Southern people. This image on the left created by Thomas Nast 
(1840-1902)  for the November 9, 1872 edition of Harpers Weekly is titled “The man with the (Carpet) Bags.” It 
depicts former U.S. Civil War Major General Carl Schurz. The caption reads, “The bag in front of him, filled with 
others’ faults, he always sees. The one behind him, filled with his own faults, he never sees.” It depicts the attitude 
of white Southerners towards some Northerners during Reconstruction. The image on the left is courtesy of the 
Library of Congress and of teacherweb.com. The image on the right is a carpet bag, which was a bag made out of 
carpet materials, commonly from an oriental rug. The image on the right is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



LEQ: Who was the first President in United States’ history to be impeached?

The galleries of the Senate Chamber were filled to capacity on March 5, 1868, as the Senate began its 
proceedings for the impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson. Popular interest in the trial was so intense 
that the Senate, for the first time in its history, issued gallery passes, beginning a practice that continues to the 
present. On May 16, the Senate voted on one article of impeachment, falling just one vote short of conviction and 
removal from office.  This image is courtesy of senate.gov.



LEQ: Who was the first President in United States’ history to be impeached?
Andrew Johnson

The galleries of the Senate Chamber were filled to capacity on March 5, 1868, as the Senate began its 
proceedings for the impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson. Popular interest in the trial was so intense 
that the Senate, for the first time in its history, issued gallery passes, beginning a practice that continues to the 
present. On May 16, the Senate voted on one article of impeachment, falling just one vote short of conviction and 
removal from office.  This image is courtesy of senate.gov.



To Kill A Mockingbird
1930s Maycomb, Alabama

Atticus Finch (Father, Attorney)
Jeremy “Jem” Finch 
Jean Louise “Scout” Finch (story seen through her eyes)
Calpurnia “Cal” (Maid)

Charles Baker “Dill” Harris
Aunt Stephanie (Dill’s Aunt)
Miss Maudie (Common Sense Neighbor)
Mrs. Dubose (Irritated Neighbor)
Walter Cunningham Jr. (School friend of Jem and Scout)
Mr. Radley
Arthur “Boo” Radley

Judge Taylor
Heck Tate (Sheriff)
Mr. Gilmer (District Attorney)
Walter Cunningham Sr.  (Local head of the KKK, but also a client of Mr. Finch)
Tom Robinson (Accused of Rape)

Robert E. Lee “Bob” Ewell (Poor White Trash)
Mayella Violet Ewell (Accused Tom Robinson of Rape)

Entailment- Debt that one owes. Frequently not paid off in money but by goods (Bartering)
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	On April 15, 1865, Vice President Andrew Johnson took the presidential oath of office in the parlor of the Kirkwood House (Hotel) in Washington, D.C.
	� � � As a senator from Tennessee, Andrew Johnson stayed in Congress when his state seceded. ���
	� � �Many Northerners felt anger as well as sorrow in the weeks following Lincoln’s assassination.���
	Johnson became hampered in his efforts because, as an unelected President, he enjoyed little popular support.
	�The Radical Republicans and Andrew Johnson had little in common.�
	As a former slaveholder, Johnson cared little for the rights of African Americans and insisted that “White men alone must manage the South.”
	�On the other hand, the new President and the Radical Republicans both disliked the wealthy planters who had ruled the South before the war.�
	Johnson, like Lincoln, believed that the President should take the lead on Reconstruction.
	Johnson’s first proclamation offered amnesty and the return of property—except slaves—to all who would take an oath of loyalty to the Union.
	One group that could not take the oath included supporters of the Confederacy who owned property worth $20,000 or more. 
	� Johnson’s second Reconstruction proclamation dealt with the organization of loyal state governments in the South. �
	� �Under Johnson’s plan the state conventions would write new constitutions and decide who qualified to vote or hold office.��
	In addition, the states had to ratify the Thirteenth Amendment, declare secession illegal, and agree not to pay Confederate debts.
	By the end of 1865 all the seceded states had formed new governments– some under Lincoln’s plan, some under Johnson's.
	� � Johnson’s Reconstruction plan allowed the return of Confederate leadership in the Southern states. ��
	In Georgia voters chose Alexander H. Stephens, the former Vice President of the Confederacy, as a United States Senator.
	Johnson might have stopped these Confederates from assuming office and called for new elections, but to do so would be admitting that his plan had failed. 
	� � Instead, Johnson granted presidential pardons to nearly every former Confederate official who requested it. ��
	African Americans suffered under Johnson’s reconstructed state governments.
	� The new Southern state governments passed black codes-- restrictive laws that applied only to African Americans. �
	In South Carolina, African Americans had to have licenses to do any jobs other than farm work.
	A Mississippi law prevented African Americans from buying or even renting farmland.
	Vagrancy laws in many states imposed fines on unemployed African Americans. The state government auctioned off those who could not pay to white landowners who paid their fines. 
	Many African Americans wanted to get away from the plantations where they were slaves and find a new job and home somewhere else. They were trying to “follow the American dream.”
	Many African Americans tried to travel around the country searching for relatives who had been sold away from them during the period of slavery.
	� �Although many white Northerners also treated African Americans unfairly, the Southern states’ black codes outraged them.��
	Senator Charles Sumner of Massachusetts (left) and Representative Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania (right), the leaders of the Radicals in Congress, fought untiringly for the rights of African Americans and to build a new Southern society.
	� � �Stevens persuaded Congress to deny seats to the newly elected members from the South. ���
	� � Congress also created the Joint Committee on Reconstruction. ��
	The Radical Republicans continued to take steps to protect southern African Americans.
	The Freedman’s Bureau worked to provide education, housing, and other improvements for African Americans in the South.
	� � The Radicals responded by passing the Civil Rights Act of 1866. ��
	� �� �The President’s actions drove moderate Republicans to rally behind the Radicals and helped to override Johnson’s veto of the civil rights bill.����
	� �� Under the Civil Rights Act of 1866, for the first time the Bill of Rights of the Constitution applied to all Americans, except for Native Americans. ���
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	Fearing that the Civil Rights Act might be overturned in court, the Joint Committee on Reconstruction drafted the Fourteenth Amendment.
	� The 14th Amendment defined citizenship to include African Americans and required that no state deny any person the “equal protection of the laws.” �
	The Fourteenth Amendment also denied the vote to most former Confederate leaders and prohibited any state from paying Confederate war debts.
	Once the enemy of Southern leaders, Johnson now acted as their ally against Congress.
	� �As the 1866 congressional elections neared, it became clear that they would reveal whether the President or Congress would control the direction of Reconstruction.��
	�� � �The election provided an overwhelming victory for the Radicals, who gained control of both the House and Senate.����
	� Now firmly in control, the Radical Republicans began implementing their policies for Reconstruction. �
	�� �Inspired by self-interest as well as by concern for the freed African Americans, Radical Republicans wanted to punish the South.���
	��� �The Radicals expected that African Americans would express their gratitude for the Civil Rights acts by voting Republican.����
	� In March 1867, Congress passed a Reconstruction act that abolished the South’s new state governments and placed the states under military rule. �
	���Congress’ Reconstruction act divided the former Confederacy, except Tennessee, into five military districts.���
	�To be restored to the Union, each of the states had to create and ratify a state constitution that gave African Americans the right to vote. �
	�By 1868 Louisiana, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, North Carolina, and South Carolina had met these requirements and regained statehood.�
	�Louisiana and South Carolina passed the Reconstruction Act on July 9, 1868, three-fourths of the states had ratified it, and the Fourteenth Amendment became part of the Constitution.�
	Regarding the Reconstruction Amendments, the 13th Amendment freed the slaves.
	The Fourteenth Amendment gave citizenship to former slaves in the South.
	There is a clause in the 14th Amendment that states: “[N]or shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law . . .”
	� The Radicals became determined to reduce the presidential power that Lincoln had assumed during the Civil War and to remove Johnson as an obstacle to their plans. �
	Congress’ Tenure of Office Act required Senate approval for the President to remove any government official, including cabinet members whose appointment had required its consent.
	Johnson had long wanted to remove Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, the only cabinet member who openly sided with the Radicals.
	���When Johnson tried to dismiss him from the War Department, Stanton barricaded himself in his office and refused to be fired.���
	� Ignoring the President’s argument, Thaddeus Stevens seized the opportunity. �
	��On February 24, 1868, for the first time in American history, the House voted 126 to 47 to impeach a President.��
	���According to the Constitution, after the House impeaches an official, the Senate acts as the trial court and the Chief Justice of the United States presides over the trial.���
	On May 16, 1868, most of Congress attended the trial and spectators crowded the visitors’ gallery.
	Many senators relished the chance to get rid of Johnson, but some felt uneasy about what seemed to clearly be a political charge.
	The final vote was 35 to 19, one ballot shy of the two-thirds needed to convict.
	The Radical Republicans sought a candidate in the 1868 election who could sweep the country and keep them in power.
	The Republican party chose as their candidate, the North’s popular Civil War hero, General Ulysses S. Grant.
	The Democrats nominated Horatio Seymour, former governor of New York, and ran on a platform condemning Radical Reconstruction. 
	Grant won easily with 214 electoral votes to Seymour’s 80.
	Grant won because the “carpetbag” governments in the South supported him, despite terrorist tactics against Republican voters in the South. 
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